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Tuery-E1chtH ConGress, Ist Session, 


1S. : ; 

ioe patel by the committee by addin 
Se words to the first section of the propose 
we 
articie: his or her freedom un- 

Bat ne slave see —— at the time it takes effect 
der ee ie laws of which forbid free negroes to re- 
ae eeit until removed from sith State by the Govern- 
ent of the United States. : ais 

| ask for the yeasand nayson this proposition. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered; but four 
members seconding the call. ; 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. POWELL. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the committee by adding at the end of 
the first section: ; 

No slave shall be emancipated by this article unless the 
owner thereof shall be first paid the value of the slave or 
slaves SO emancipated. : 

| should like to speak upon this amendment, 
but it is rather late now. 

Several Senators. ‘There is plenty of time; 


go on. a 
“Mr. POWELL. No; I content myself with 
asking for the yeas and nays upon my proposi- 
"The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 2, nays 34; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Davis and Powell—2. 

NAYS—Messre. Anthony, Buckalew, Carlile, Chand- 
ler, Clark, Collamer, Conness, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessen- 
dep, Foot, Grimes, Hale, Harding, Harlan, Harris, Howard, 
Howe, Johnson, Lane of Indiana, Lane -of Kansas, Mor- 
mn, Morrill, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sherman, Sprague, Sum- 
ner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Van Winkle, Wade, Willey, 
and Wilson—s4. 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- 


jected. 

 Mr.DAVIS. I will offer another amendment. 
| move toadd at the end of section two of the 
proposed article: 

And when this amendment of the Constitution shall 
have taken effect by freeing the slaves, Congress shall pro- 
vide for the distribution and settlement of all the population 
of African descent in the United States among the several 
States and Territories thereof, in proportion to the white 
population of each State and Territory to the aggregate 
population of those of African descent. 

| ask for the yeas and nayson this proposition. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered; but three 
members seconding the call. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I wish to make a remark 
vefore the vote is taken. Some of these amend- 
ments present very embarrassing questions to 
persons who entertain the views thatI do. For 
instante, the amendment just now voted down, 
providing for compensation to the masters of the 
saves who may be emancipated, is one of that 

saracter. Itis, I believe, considered legitimate 
‘o vote for amendments by way of improving a 
vul,or with a view to defeata bill. Itis evident 
‘iat tis not possible either to improve this meas- 

re or to defeat it. I have never voted for com- 
pensation since [ have been a member of this body; 
tnd far the simple reason that [ do not believe 
‘tere is any constitutional authority in Congress 
i the first place to pass such a proposition, and 
inthe second place to take money out of the public 
any for such a purpose. Both I believe to 
ve Wrong. 

ae the proposition is to amend this resolution 
) eating the persons whom you propose 
: rx ¢ free among the different States according 
“Weir white population, If I could conscien- 
ae vote for such a proposition, if I thought 
ae had the power to do it, | would be very 
ae eens all these free negroes to that 
ns a se where they seem to be so pop- 
on Be ere there seems to be such a love for 
fee ut, sir, | cannot vote to give the power— 
val gecee of bestowing power—thet Con- 
ny — = any of this class of beings into 
then en have enough of them already. 
ane 4 rs of our whole population are free 
mid ie ree by a supposed maeniy on the 
whan at eee. which | am satisfied now 
the mating on re whatever may have been 

But a Prompting it. 

a Ney ‘i, wish to have no more of this class 
ngs “DO my State. While I do not be- 
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| propose now to amend the | lieve that Congress has the power to distribute 
them among the States according to their white | 


population, and to say to the States that they 


shall reside in those particular States, | think that | 


same kind feeling which prompts our northern 
friends to try to give them freedom should prompt 
them to take them home among themselves where 
they can have a personal supervision over them, 
and where they can see that this long-oppressed 
race, whose oppression calls to Heaven, as we 
have been told to-day, for vengeance upon the sins 
of a guilty land, are protected; where they can 
act the part of guardians. But I cannot vote for 
the proposition of my honorable friend from 
Kentucky, simply because | do not think the 
power exiats in the Federal Government to make 


the distribution among the States of this class of || 


beings which the amendment contemplates. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 concede that the Federal Gov- 
ernment cannot make such a distribution without 
a change of the Constitution. Under the present 
Constitution and the powers which it confers upon 
Congress, I concede that no such legislation could 
legitimately take place; but | will remark to m 
honorable friend that this proposition, if adopted, 


would relieve his State from some of its negro | 


population, and it is the proposition in substance 
which he himself made to Congress some twelve 
or eighteen months ago. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Iwill ask my honorable 
to be incorporated as a part of the amendment to 
the Constitution. 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SAULSBRURY. I did not so.understand 


lution, but no part of the proposed amendment. 
Mr.DAVIS. It is a part of the amendment to 
the Constitution. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. That relieves it from the 
objection. I should be very glad myself to adopt 
any proposition that would enable us to get rid 
of some of this class of population. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. HARLAN. 
journ. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Before the Senate votes 
I understand that the Senator from Lowa designs 
making some remarks on this subject, and | am 
not disposed, for one, on a great question like 
this, unexpectedly -to force a vote upon it. I 
hope the Senate will let us have a vote upon it 
to-morrow. If any other person designs speak- 
ing further upon it he will be afforded an oppor- 


tunity to do so after the Senator from Lowa shall | 


have concluded his remarks. If we adjourn to- 


day with an understanding that we shall try to | 


get a vote to-morrow, | hope the Senators will be 
present and let us have a vote on that occasion. 
Mr.POWELL. I amexceedingly glad to find 
that the Senator from Illinois is willing to ex- 
hibit a little courtesy to the Senator from lowa. 
He was very anxious to havea vote when | moved 


an adjournment a few moments since, in order to | 
submit a few remarks on an amendment that I | 


offered. 


I will cheerfully vote for the motion to 


adjourn to enable the Senator from lowa to speak | 


on this subject to-morrow. I do not expect to 
take up any time to-morrow myself. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. All this debate is 
out of order. The question is on the motion to 
adjourn, which is not debatable. 

The motion was agreed to; there being, on a 
division—ayes twenty-one, noes not counted; and 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespar, April 5, 1864. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayerby 
the Chaplain, Rev..W. H. Cuannina. 


The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. || 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 


friend from Kentucky whether he proposes this | 


it. I thoughtit was to be a part of the joint reso- | 


I move that the Senate ad- | 


on that motion | wish to make a single remark. | 


i} 


| and Canals, reported back House bill No. 
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confirm certain private land claims in the ‘Terri-« 


| tory of New Mexico;”’ which was read a first 


and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 


BRIDGES OVER THE OHIO. 
Mr. ARNOLD, from the Committee on Roada 
320, 
supplementary to an act approved July 14, 1862, 
entided ** An act to establish certain post roads, 


| and for other purposes.’’ 


ee —————— — 





Mr. HOLMAN. 


gestion, 


Allow me to make a sug- 
My colleague [Mr. Cravens) who rep- 
resents the district upon the Indiana shore pare 
ticularly aflected by the construction of these 
bridges, is notinhis seat. Inasmuch as itaffects 
local rather than general interests, | would be 


| glad if it were postponed unu!l my colleague is 


present. 

Mr. ARNOLD. This bill has been printed for 
along time and recommitted to the committee 
with a view to give rent men an opportunity to 
examine it, and as it is very important to the in- 
terests which desire to construct these bridges 
that it should not be delayed, and that the speedy 
action of Congress should be had upon it, | do 
not feel at liberty to delay it. ; 

1 will state briefly the character of the bill. 
It simply provides for the construction of two 
bridges over the Ohio river with a view of ena- 
bling the railroads of Illinois and Indiana to con- 
nect with the rnilroads meeting them on the banks 


| of the Ohio through the State of Kentucky. It pro- 


yides ample security against the obstruction of the 
free navigation of the Ohio river. ‘That object 


| being secured, | apprehend there will be no ob- 


jection to the passage of the bill. 

lt is of great importance that these railroads 
running north and south through the State of 
Kentucky should have the greatest possible facil- 
ity of connection across the Ohio with the rail- 
roads coming from the Northwest to the Ohio. 


| The military operations in Kentucky and Ten- 


nessee heretofore have been very greatly embar- 
rassed for the want of these bridges. The sup- 
plies for the armies which have been operating 
in Tennessee and northern Alabama have been 
very greatly embarrassed for the want of these 
bridges. And the future operations of those armies 
in their progress toward the Gulf will be greatly 
facilitated by the construction of these bridges. 

‘The railroad companies which these bridges are 
designed to connect are ready to proceed to their 
construction without cost to the Government, and 
to construct them in such a way as not to inter- 
fere atall with the navigation of the Ohio. Lhope, 
therefore, on these accounts, there will be no objec- 
tion to the passage of the bill, and that it may be 
passed immediately, because there is u very lurge 
amount of supphes for the Army delayed upon 
the banks of the Ohio for want of these bridges. 
It is of great military importance, as well as of 
great commercial importance to those sections of 
the Union, that the bridges should be constructed 
immediately. 

There is another reason. Itisof great import- 
ance that communication between that portion of 
the country north and south of the Ohio river 
should be facilitated and made as ready and easy 
as possible. ‘Therefore | hope the bill will pass. 

Mr. MALLORY. I have very Ifttle to say in 


addition to what has been said by the gentleman 


| from Illinois except this: a law was passed and 


| approved July 14, 1862, giving to the Steubenville 


i 


Railroad Company authority to build a bridge 
overthe Ohioriver toenable their road to pass over; 
and the bill goes on to provide that bridges may 
be built over the Ohio at any point above the 
mouth of the Big Sandy where it enters the Ohio 
river; but the bill omits to give that authority to 
any railroad company whose road crosses the 
river below the mouth of the Big Sandy. That 
is a most singular discrimination in the law. If 
the law had been general in its operation, we 
should not have been applying now for the special 


Mr, PEREA, by unaprimous consent, intro- || privilege asked for in this bill. 


duced a bill to amend an act entitled ‘*An act to 


The gentleman from Illinois has very correetly 
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stated that the construetion of these bridges will 
not navigation of the Ohio. Ob- 
river exists there now by the 
Boats can only pa sover those 


obstruct the free 
ithe 


falls of the Ohio. 


struction to 


at certain stages of the water and by certain 
chutes indicated uy that bali. This bi i provides 
iat draws shall be built at the head of each one 


of those chutes, and these bridges will indicate 
the stage of the water over the chutes. Soreally 
the building of these bridges will facilitate the nav- 
igation of the falls of the Ohio, instead of being 
an obstruction. 
The gentleman stated truly the benefits which 
these bridges would confer upon the General Gov- 
ernment. Millions of money have been expended 
by the Governm » points in conveying 
; 4, munitions of war, and war 


nt at those 
their troop ma- 
terials over that river by the present ferry, and 
1 materially re- 
‘There have 
materials to 
the army in ‘Tennessee and Alabama, which, if 
this bridge had been built two years ago, would 
not 
through for 
} 


ive occurred there 


wreat del ‘ 
at y 


tarding the operations of the Army. 


heen delays im the 


transportation of 


I tried then to get a bill 
Liat purpose, 


have occurred, 
It passed this flouse, 
uitit was ata late period of the 
ball want of ume. If it 
had passed, the Government would have saved a 
million dollars. 


Mr. WASH BURNE, of Iilinois. 


lieman from Kentucky seems to be 


BESSON, and tne 


fuiled in the Senate for 


As the gen- 
tnterested iu 
this bill, | would ask him for a little explanation 


in regard to the 


second section. ‘The bill pro- 


vides for the bridging of the Ohie river. I shell | 
leave that question pretty much to those genUe- 
men who live above the falls of the Ohio. 1 
know something of the effects of building a bridge 


across the Mississippi at Rock Island, which has 
substantially destroyed the navigation of the river 
above the bridge, F 

jut what f desire now is anexplanation of the 
provisions of the bill. ‘The first section provides 
for Ohio river at the falls. The 
second section provides that the act of Congress 


Now, I de- 


sire to Know what streams those are und the ne- 


bridging the 


snailbapply to certain other streams, 


cessity of their being bridged by virtue of an act 
of Congress. i 

Mr. MALLORY. 1 willstate for the inform- 
ation of my friend from Llinois that the second 
rsecuon gives authority tothe Maysville and Lex- | 
mgton Railroad Company to build a bridge across 
the Ohio river at Maysville connecting with the 
Pennsylvania Central when they shall have com- 
pleted their road; I do not know how lone that 
will be. The second section of the bill author- 
izes that company, when they may think proper, 
to build a bridge across the Ohio river at that 
potnt. That provision was inserted at the in- | 
stance of my colleague, [Mr. Wapswortu,]| and 
the reason is this: as | stated before, by the act 
of 1862, authority was given to an Obio railroad 
company to cross the river by a bridge at Steu- 
henville, and then that act goes on and provides 
for permission to any railroad company to build 
a bridge at any time at any point on the Ohio 
river above the mouth of the Big Sandy. My 
colleague (Mr. Wapsworrn] thought that inas- 
much as this general privilege was given to rail- 
road companies to bridge the river above the Big 
Sandy, the privilege should be given to the Mays- 
ville company to build a bridge below the mouth | 
of the Big Sandy. I think, however, that the 
provision has no grent efficacy,and | am willing 
that the second section shall be stricken out. All || 
that we ask of the House is to give to the two || 
radrvoad companies indicated by the bill the right 
to do below the Sandy river what any and every 
railroad company has a right to do above that 
point, 

i say again that the bridge provided for by this 
bill at the falls of the Ohio is the most important 
bridge for the Government that can be constructed | 
across that stream. It is one which the Govern- 
ment has needed heretofore, and needs especially 
now. 

Mr. Speaker, this matter has been discussed! in 
this House for some twe or three sessions; and 
if there is no objection I will call the previous 
queation ow the passage of the bill. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. I hope the gentleman will 
nat be so rash ae to call the previous question on 
80 important a bill as this, proposing to obstruct 4 
the navigation of a riyerso important as the Ohio. || 


— THE CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr. MALLORY, J retain the floor, but will | 


yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 


Mr. MOORHEAD. I want to know if the bill 


gs open to amendment. [ want to offer some 
imendments 

. MALLORY. I cannot yield the floor to 
allow amendments to be offered. I wish the bill 


to be tested on its merits as it stands; and if the 


Mi 


| gentleman from Pennsylvania cannot support it, 
| | cannot help it. | demand the previous question. 


Mr. MOORHEAD. 1 move to lay the bill on 
the table; and | hope the House willagree to that 
motion. 

Mr. THAYER demanded the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 


| the negative—yeas 58, nays 61; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ames, John D 
Biair, Blow, Beutwell, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Cole, 
Dawson, Denison, Dixon, Driggs, 


| 


GLOBE. — 


ee —~ 


i eee 
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Baldwin, Francis P. | 


Eliot, Gooch, Grinnell, | 


Niversa, Leonard Mver 2, Odell, Charles O'Neill, Pendleton, } 


Pike, Pomeroy, Price, Samuel J. Raudall, Alexander H. 
Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, 
Smithers, Spalding, Starr, John B. Steele, Stevens, Strouse, 
Thayer, Tracey, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Elihu B. Wash- 
burwe, Williams, Wilson, and Windom—S&. 

NAYS — Alley, Allison, Ancona, Anderson, 
Arnold, Ashley, Augustus C. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, 
Blaine, Bliss, Boyd, Brooks, Clay, Cobb, Cox, Thomas T. 


\lessrs. 


Davis, Dumont, Eldridge, English, Finek, Prank, Ganson, | 


Gorfeld, Grider, Hall, Harding, Herrick, Asahel W. Hub- 
bard, Philip Jounson, Julian, Kalbfleisel, Kasson, Kernan, 
King, Law, Mallory, Marey, MeBride, MeClurg, McKin- 
nev, James R. Morris, Morrison, Nelson, John O'Neill, 
Orth, Pruyn, Radford, William H. Randall, Robinson, Ro- 
gers, Scott, Stuart, Voorhees, Wiliiain B. Washburn, Wha- 
lev, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Winfield, Woodbridge, 
and Yeaman—6!l 


So the [louse refused to lay the bill on the table. | 


Mr. MALLORY. 
vious quesuon. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illincis. I hope the 
previous question will not be seconded, and that 


| now insist on the pre- 


the gentlemay from Kentucky will have the bill | 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the || 


state of the Union. 
Mr. MALLORY. 


ne me 


That is equivalent to ask- 
to have the bill killed. 1 call for tellers 
on the previous question, 


‘Tellers were ordered; and Mr. WasnsBurng, | 


of Illinois, and Mr. Maiory, were appointed. 

The louse divided; and the tellers reported— 
aves 33, noes 70. 

So the House refused to second the previous 
question, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Llinois. [now move 
that the bill be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Unipn; and on that 
motion I move the previous question, 

Mr. MALLORY. I hope the gentleman from 
Ilinois will withdraw the demand for the pre- 
vious question, and let me move to recommit the 
bill to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I decline to 
withdraw it. 

Mr. MALLORY. Then | hope the House 


will not second it, in order that 1 may make the 


|} motion to recommit,. 


Mr. ARNOLD. | desire my colleague to with- 


| draw his motion to allow me to move an amend- 


ment to the bill by stiRing out the second sec- 
tion, 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I am radi- 


cally opposed to the whole bill and to the bridg- 


ing of all navigable streams. My own country 
has suffered too much by the Rock Island bridge. 

The question being on seconding the previous 
question, tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Moor- 
Heap and MALiory were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 37, noes 57. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. ARNOLD. As it seems to me that the 
bill is not fully understood, and as objections have 
been suggested to the second section, with a view 
of perfecting the bill so that the navigation of the 
Ohio shall not be to any extent broken, | move 
to recommit the bill, and on that I move the pre- 
vious question, 

The SPEAKER. The motion isin order, but 
will be reserved till after the motion to refer to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union is disposed of. That wkes precedence, 
and ia the pending motion. -- 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of lilinois. As my eol- 


| Ilale, Harrington, Uligby, Holnan, Hotchkiss, Jenckes, | 
Kelley,O ule Kellogg, Loug, Longyear, Middleton, Sam- | 
uel F. Miller, William If. Milter. Moorhead, Morrill. Amos |! 





gp gry April 5, 


league has moved the previous qu 


Slion, th it 


apply to both motions. , 
The SPEAKER. It will. 
The previous question was seconds d, and 
main question ordered. or 
The question was taken first on rx ferring to the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Tui. 
and it was not agreed to. at 
The question recurred on recommitting the hi)! 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals 
_Mr. MALLORY. With leave to report 
time. 

The SPEAKER. | That would require unani. 
mous consent. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chuir desires to ony 
that when the committees are next called the Cont 
mittee on Roads and Canals will have another a 
to report. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. Is a motion to instruct 
the committee in order? eat 

The SPEAKER, Itis not, under the previous 
question. 

The qutstion was taken, and the motion 
agreed to. 

So the bill was recommitted to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. 

» Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved tore. 
consider the vote by which the bill was recom. 
mitted; and also moved to lay the motion to recon. 


hy, 


alany 


ver day 


was 


| gider on the tabte. 


The latter raotion was agreed to. 
COINAGE. 
Mr. KASSON. I ask the unanimous consent 


of the House to report, from the Committee on g 
Uniform System of Coinage, Weights, and Meas- 
ures, Senate bill No. 183, in amendment of an ac 
entitled **An act relating to foreign coins and t 


‘ 


| coinage of cents atthe Mint of the United States,” 


approved February 2], 1857. 
Mr. STEVENS. 
regular order? 


The SPEAKER. 


Does that report come in in 


It does not. Una 


| consent was asked to report back the Senate | 


Mr. STEVENS. I object to it. 
Mr. KASSON. Mr. Speaker, allow mea: 
ment to say that the Director of the Mint hos 


| urged the importance of early action u; 


| chandise exported to dominions of a foreign Stite. 
| diately adjoining the United States, so that drawbacks sa 


bill. It is reported by the Committee on Coi 
unanimously, without amendment, and | (les 
very much that it may be acted on as we are losing 
money every day under existing regulations 
Mr. STEVENS. I desire that it may never 
be acted on. 
DRAWBACKS OF DUTIES. 


Mr. PIKE, by unanimous consent, submitted 
the following resolution; which was read, cousid- 
ered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be Instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of revivieg so much of the 
law of 1799 as prohibits drawbacks of duties on toreign 


ite imine- 


not hereatter be allowed on foreign goods shipped to New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 


DUTIES ON FOREIGN WOOL. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, by unanimous 


consent, submitted the following resolution; Which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be ; : 
rected to inquire into the expediency of ler asing _ 
duties on foreign wool, and report to the House by bile 
otherwise. 


ANZESTHETIC AGENTS. 
Mr. HOOPER, by unanimous consent, sub- 


mitted the following resolution; which was reae, 
considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee of Ways and Means be a 
etructed te inquire into the expediency ol reporting a 
to pay the proprietor thereof tor the use of anmsthelic agele 
in the Army and Navy of the United States. 


MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 
Mr. MORRILL. Lask the unanimous cons" 


of the House to cast my vote on the reso ut . 
relative to Mexican affairs, submitted yesterday 
by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. i 
Mr. PENDLETON made the same reque® 
There was no objection, and their votes were 
recorded in the affirmative. 
Mr. MORRILL. I suggest that all men “7 
who were absent yesterday shal! have the righ 


to record their votes on the same proposition 


abers 


an 


Rt 
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I members 
e the right 
oposition 


1864. 


they 


been Passing b 


i 


present themselves at the Clerk’s desk dur- 
» the day. 
7 was sO ordered. 

INCREASED PAY OF SOLDIERS. 
iy, HOLMAN. I ask the unanimous con- 
a Liouse to submit the following reso- 


eent « f ihe 
eolred, ‘That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
a to repoftt to the House a bill to increase the pay of 
coldiers in the Army, and that the same be made a 
order for to-morrow, and from then until disposed 


Mr. SCHENCK, I move that that resolution 
1. referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
~ Mr. HOLMAN. 
motion indicates the fate of this measure. 

“Mr. Speaker, [ will state the object of the res- 
». Unless some time is now fixed for the 

ae ration of the bill it isnot likely that it will 
soon receive the attention of the House, ‘The sub- 
- was brought to the attention of the House 
“some days since, and was not acted upon in con- 
sequence ¢ f the absence of the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs. The House was 
informed by the chairman of the Military Com- 
mittee some weeks since that a bill to increase 
the pay of the private soldiers would be reported 
can early day after. ‘The subject has been re- 

ferred again and again to that committee, yet no 
such bill has been reported. ‘The object is not 
only to require the committee to report the bill, 

i also to fix upon a time when it shall be con- 
sidered. 

|) addition to the general argument in favor of 
this increase of pay, it may be urged in favor of 


early action on the subject that those who en- | 


I have the floor; but this | 


| 
| 


tered the service upon small bounties are rapidly | 


reaching the termination of that service, and asan 
act of justice to them, if the pay of the private sol- 
dier is to be increased, it ought to be done at the 
earliest moment” Many of those it is true have 
reculisted under the increased bounties, but many 
thers, just as patriotic, worn outby the war, or 

ntrolled by other considerations, are unable to 
reénlist. The subject has not been brought pre- 
maturely before the House. It was one of the 
first subjects to which the attention of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs wascalled. And now, 
afier four months, nota step of progress has been 
made. The Military Committee still decline to 
act. Ifthe House wishes to increase the pay it 
must Instruct the committee. [ hope that the 


House will not consent to a reference of the reso- 
Wo 





n. Thatis buta defeat of the measure; every 
gentleman understands that. If the chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs thinks that the 
subject cannot be acted on to-morrow, let him sug- 
gestanother day. I disclaim any intention to in- 
erlere with the business of that committee, or to 
censure Its action. 

Mr. GRINNELL, Lask the gentleman to wait 
until we have ascertained what revenue we are to 
raise by the tax and tariff bills. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I shall wait for no such pur- 

I have objection to postponing action on 
s subjectfor one hour. You are increasing the. 
y ot every class of officeholders, you are ex- 
‘ding millions for other purposes, and yet the 


rentle ro , . ¥ : 
e'leman from Lowa proposes that before we in- | 


ise the pay of the private soldier we look after | 


1 ibject of revenue, 
. ‘ > * > ‘ 2 : i 
it. GRINNELL. Iam in favor of increasing 


J’ pay of the common soldier, but L am not in 
aed 


on the 


‘ aries, [| deny that I ever voted to raise sala- 

I demand specifications, 
Mr. HOLMAD 

lie records of this 

aries if | were 

the increase of 

G vernment, 


‘vidual action. 


S 


to refer generally to the subject of 
compensation of the officers of the 


uhtete.: But the gentleman’s argument, 
soldier y Whee’ is directed against the private 
to thatof at oe we increased the grade of colonel 
the pay ea pisadier, the other day, and increased 
oficial elo naingly. in one of the pleasant 
anda r sitions of this city, when we subse- 
thatof brine the grade of another colonel to 
have be 5 (ier Ina similar position, and when we 
en doing that over and over again, and have 

ills appropriating many hundred 


f doing it until | know that the gentlemen | 
other side are in favor of levying tax. 
“si to sustain the credit of the Government. 
“ie gentleman state where we have increased | 


. I would but be recapitulating | 
House upon the subject of sal- | 


I do not speak of the gentleman’s | 


| million dollars for all conceivable purposes, we 
| heard nosuchareumentin favor ofdelay; but when 
| it comes to affect the private soldier who entered 
your service at thirteen dollars a month—a rea- 
sonable compensation at that time, but now grown 
totally inadequate by the inflation of the currency 
for the supportof his wife and children—when it 
is proposed to increase his pay as an act of com- 
mon justice, when every element of expenditure 
has immensely increased, and when the soldiers 
who entered the service upon small bounties are 
rapidly reaching the time when their service ex- 
pires, strangely enough, sir, gentlemen who pro- 
fess to be the friends of the private soldier insist 
upon delay until itis known whether we on this 
side of the House will impose a tax or not suffi- 
cieut to sustain the credit of the Government. 
This is a marvelous mode of expressing their de- 
votion to our soldiers. Oursvote on the tax bill, 


vate soldier shall be increased! Have you not 
Strength enough to both increase the pay and in- 
| crease taxation? But for this purpose we will 
vote all the tax you may desire. 


I insist that this subject shall be fairly met. 


the value of his sacrifices and services, as a friend 
of the Government, and secing no other hope of 
maintaining its integrity except by the courage of 
the soldier and the pradence of your counsels 
and a vigorous prosecution of the war, | am not 
willing that in the midst of lavish expenditure on 
every hand this flagrant injustice to the soldier 
should be continued. Jf itis done, sir, no mem- 


| ber on this side of the House will be responsible | 


for it. 


Eyery member on this side of the House | 
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| after month has | 
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country, who were the pioneers in the great con- 


test, if L were content to remain silent when month 
| cen allowed to eXpire in miget- 
able partisan clamor before a subject so merito- 
rious as this is permitted to receive the consider~ 
ation of Congress, 

I therefore, with a view to understand whether 
the House intends to increase this pay, have pre- 
sented this resolution. | have purposely avoided 


| saying anything about the sam which should be 


paid the soldiers, for we might differ in judgment 


| upon that point, while we should not upon the 


| question whether the pay should be increased. 


When the bill comes before the House we may 


| determine the amount. 


then, is to determine whether the pay of the pri- | 
|} gant sum. 


As a friend of the soldier, and fully appreciating | 


concurs in the necessity and justness of this in- | 


crease. We have pressed it constantly on your 
attention. We have imposed no obstacle in the 
| way of proper legislation, and yet we meet day 
| after day the taunt that we are opposed to the war, 
to the Government, and with those epithets op- 
probrious and well calculated to excite anger aud 


| unprofitable discussion, and all this for unworthy | 


partisan purposes. In these miserable disputes 


ment to the just claims of the gallant private sol- 
dier of your Army. I should be recreant to my 
duty to my constituents, to the gallant soldiers | 
represent, to the wives and children, if I did not 
urge this matter upon the attention of the House 
| and demand an early consideration of its merits. 

And yet, after having increased the salaries and 
grades of-oflicers over and over again, it is left to 
the moment when the rights of private soldiers 
are brought to the attention of Congress for gen- 
| tlemen to rise and*argue in favor of delay until 
we determine upon an imposition of taxes suffi- 
cient to maintain the public credit. 
heard enough ofthis. Ifgentlemen are notin favor 


them say so by a direct vote. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scyenck] pro- 

oses to refer this subject to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. We know what a sleep it will 
sleep there. We have had some expertence in 
that way in respect to resolutions breuglit before 
the House for the purpose of obtaining decisive 
| and direetaction, Every gentleman in this Llouse 
knows that the only mode of obtaining action 


to report, and fixing upon some day wheit the 
subject shall receive the attention of the House. 
If gentlemen are willing to assume the responsi- 
bility of postponing.the subject sull further, while 
the country demands that a just increase of pay 
should be made at once, let them do so openly, 
and not by some disingenuous pretense; but let 





neyed charge against the Democratic members of 
this House that they are hostile to the interest of 


restoration of the Union; for injustice to your pri- 
vate soldier, sir, is injustice to the country, and 
weakens the foundations of your Asmy. The 
yrivate soldier alone has made peculiar sacrifices, 

e alone, with his wife and children, feels the 
weight of this terrible war, with only the senti- 
ment of patriotism to sustain him; others enjoy 
| the fruits and fame of his valor. 


to every duty | conceive | owe to my own con- 
| stituents, to the wives and children of the men 
| who are imperiling their lives in defense of their 


them be forever hereafter silent on their hack- | 


you can consume unlimited time, but not a mo- | 


We have || 


of increasing the pay of the private soldier, let || 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, Will the gen- 
tleman from Indiana indicate his opinion of what 
the sum shotld be? 

Mr. HOLMAN. 


I think it oughtto be eighteen 
or twenty dollars, 


lam in favor of no extrava- 
I will vote with the gentleman, if we 
can do no better, for sixteen dollars a month; I 
will vote with him for eighteen dollars; but lL will 
vote with more pleasure tor twenty dollars, which 
will be just about paying the soldier what he was 
receiving at the time he first entered the service, 

But my objectis not su much to fix the sum to 
be paid the suldier as to set apart some time for 
the consideration of the subject. | therefore call 
the previous question on the pending resolution. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Lask the gentleman from 
Indiana whether, afier making an appeal to the 
Military Committee and to its chairman, he is 
going to call the previous question without allow- 
ing any reference to the business before the com- 
mittee? If he does, | hope the previous question 
will be voted down, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I will certainly yield to the 
chairman of the Military Committee, 

Mr. SCHENCK. Is the gentleman through? 

Mr. HOLMAN, I will yield to the gentle- 
man from Ohio, but before | surrender the floor, 
if | am permitted todo so, I desire to call the pre- 
vious question, 2 

Mr. SCHENCK. As I propose to submit 
another motion, | will not speak now but willrely 
upon the House to vote down the previous ques- 
tion in order that we may have this matter fully 
before the House and understand it, 

Mr, HOLMAN. Then I move the previous 
question, and call for tellers upon it, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Scurnc« 
and Hoiman were appointed, 

The House divided; and the tellers reported — 
ayes 37, noes 65. 

So the House refused to second the demand for 
the previous question, : 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr, Speaker, the gentle- 
man from Indiana proposes a resolution to in- 
struct the Committee on Military Affairs to report 
immediately, or perhaps to-morrow—I did not 
hear distinctly the exact phraseology of his rea- 


|; olution—a bill to increase the pay of the private 


upon this subject is by requiring that committee | 


I reiterate, sir, | would regard myselfasrecreant | 


H 


_ by this House. 


|| House, are moving in this matter. 
the private soldier and opposed to the war for the, 


soldiers of the Army, and that it shall be made 
the order of the day at some early date—to-mor- 
row, | think, is the time indicated—and continued 
as a special order until disposed of. 

I could not hear distinctly all that the gentle- 
man said in supportof that resolution, but I think 
I comprehended the general tenor of his remarks, 
He said he would feel dissatisfied with himeelf, 
and that he would be false to the duty which he 
owes to the country, and to this most respectable 
aud excellent and.deserving class of all the people 


| of this country—the private soldiers—if he were 


not to make such a motion and insist upon its 
adoption, and upon early action upon the subject 

Lam very glad that the peculiar 
friends of the soldier, ess the gentleman from 
indiana at their head, upon the other side of the 
Of course the 
country will understand that that party is above 
all others in favor of sustaining the ‘* poor sol- 
diet’’ in the field, of protecting him generally in 
his rights and: privileges, and permitting him ea- 
pecially to vote when he returns from the war to 


| his family apd his friends, or revisits hia residence 


at home ! 

Sir, how perfectly absurd all this ie. What 
crocodile tears they are which are shed under any 
such pretense as that! . } 

Now, sir, let me state the fact in regard to thie 
proposed increase in the pay of the common sol- 
diers, and what has Leen the action of the Com- 
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mittee on Military Affairs, of which complaint is 


made. ‘That committee, having the subject be- 


fore them at a very early day, have bestowed 


much attention upon it, and have framed with | 


great care and consideration a bill for the purpose 
of increasing the pay, and have had it ready to 
report whenever an opportunity should present 
itself. A bill embodying the views of the com- 
mittee is now prepared. In the mean time, hav- 
ing had conference with the proper Executive 
Departments and with the Union members of this 
tlouse, and looking to the necessity of first pass- 
ing a bill for taxation, this bill has been for the 
present withheld. Itis desired to ascertain what 
may be the disposition of members upon both sides 
of this House to sustaina thorough system of tax- 


ation which will enable us to pay the soldiers up 


to that point of liberality which we phink they | 


richly deserve and the country can afford. This 
date back, so that nothing shall be lost by de lay 
of legislation. The committee intends to reportit 
at an early day, and at such time as the measure 
can command practical action in the House, and 
they will then ask for its speedy consideration, 
and that it may be passed with as little debate as 
possible. ‘The committee believe that when they 
report the bill at the proper time it will receive 
pretty general and concurrent assent in 
tlouse. It will have favorable votes on this side 
of the House, because Union members here de- 


+} 2 
uis 


measure of compensation, too, it Is proposed to 


sire that the soldier shall be not only justly but | 


generously paid whatever the country can afford 
to give him forthe valuable services he renders in 


puttine down this wicked,infernal rebellion; and | 


it will receive support from that side of the House 
because one part of the tactics of gentlemen call- 
ing themselves Democrats is to affect peculiar love 
for the soldier. 

But | think that the soldier may saf ly be left 
to the care of his real friends. I am disposed to 
think that it may be deemed proper enough that 


the majority who control the action of this House | 


shall take eare of the interests of those who are 
hehting in the Union cause up to the full ability 

the Government at the proper time and in the 
proper way. We will be glad, of course, to have 
from gentlemen-on the other side their sincere and 
earnest concurrent action; and from some Repre- 
sentatives there we know we shall receive such 
support. But we will not be deterred from taking 
the proper course in the matter by any affected 


t 
oO 


friendship for the soldier and for the interests of 


the soldier which is not manifested or proved in 
other things. It will be hard to convince the sol- 
dier himself that those are really and earnestly 
\ favor of giving him a proper compensation for 
eryices and sufferings in the field, who are not 
r imposing those taxes and supplying those 
neans that are necessary toenable us to rive this 
proper compensation. ft will be hardly believed 
by the soldier ghat those are his peculiar and best 
triends who, on every occasion, when he is called 
upon to take a part in the government of the 
vuntry of which he is a citizen as well as a sol- 
dier, array themselves almost in a body against 
the exercise of such a franchise by him, and who 
then turn round and shed tears over him as if lie 
and his coneerns were their special care, and the 
sibject of their amiable solicitude. 
jut I do not propose to go into an extended ex- 
position of this subject. 
it ean be fully considered. But [say again, that 
| think it fair to presume that so far as that class 
of our citizens is concerned—the citizen soldier— 
they may safely be left in the care of their real 
friends. I have stated what has been the course 
of the Committee on Military Affairs. [ have 
stated its preparation to report at a proper time. 
A bill for that purpose is now in my hands, But 
as Ido not think iteither right or proper to at- 
tempt, in violation of these facts and of this pol- 
icy, to force that committee to report at once, 
without reference to other matters of concurrent 
and needful legislation, | move that the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Indiana be laid upon 
the table; and on that I move the previous ques- 
tion, : 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, I hope the 
gentioman willkmove to refer the resolution of the 
xentioman from Indiana to the Military Commit- 
tee, as he at first proposed, 

VRhe SPRAKER. t 1e motion ig not debatable, 

Mr. SCHENCK. Very well } am not par- 


} 
' 


When the time comes | 
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ticular. It may take that course. I move to refer 
the resolution to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. COX. I hope my colleague will, after the 
speech that he has made, withdraw the previous 
question. 

Mr. SCHENCK. No, sir. 

Mr. COX. To allow us to reply to the style 
of remark indulged in by the gentleman. 

Mr. SCHENCK. There will be time enough 
for both of us. Remarks have now been made 
on both sides. 

Mr. COX demanded tellers on the previous 
question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cox and 
GARFIELD were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
nyes 64, noes 40. 

So the previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, which was on the refer- 
ence of the resolution to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Mr. HOLMAN called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 


| the affirmative—yeas 75, nays 48; as follows: 
y ’ 


YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, 
Ashiey, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Bout- 
well, Boyd, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, Hen- 
ry Winter Davis, Thomas T’. Davis, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, 
Dumont, Eekley, Eliot, Frank, Garfield, Gooch, Grin- 
nell, Higby, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, John 
H. Hubbard, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. 
Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Loan, Longyear, McBride, Mc- 
Clarg, Sanwel F. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Amos Myers, 
Odell, Orth, Patterson, Perlam, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, 
William H. Randall, John Il. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, 
Schenck, Shannon, Smithers, Spalding, Starr, Stevens, 
Thayer, Tracy, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Elihu: B. Wash- 
burne, Williain B. Washburn, Whaley, Williams, Wilder, 
Wilson, Windom, and Woodbridge—75. 

NAYS—Messrs. Janes C. Allen, Ancona, Augustus C, 
Baldwin, Brooks, James 8. Brown, Cox, Dawson, Denison, 
Eden, Eldridge, English, Finek, Ganson, Hall, Harrington, 
Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Hotman. Philip Johnson, Kalb- 
fleisch, Law, Lazear, Long, Mailory, Marcy, McKinney, 
Middicton, William H. Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, 
Nelson, John O'Neill, Pendleton, Pruyn, Radford, Samuel 
J. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, John B. Steele, William G. 
Steele, Strouse, Stuart, Voorhees, Ward, Wheeler, Chilton 


| A. White, Winfield, and Yeaman—48. 


| So the resolution was referred to the Commit- 


| 
| 


| 


tee on Military Affairs. . 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was referred; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, its 
Secretary, announced that the Senate had passed 
anact (H.R. No. 220) to vacate and sell the present 
Indian reservations in Utah Territory and to settle 
the Indians of said Territory in the Uinta valley, 
with amendments; anda joint resolution (S. No. 
39) relating to the publication of the decisions of 
the Supreme Court ofthe United States for Decem- 
ber term, 1863; in which he was directed to ask 
the concurrence of the Heuse. 


i] REPORT OF CILARLES B. STUART. 
|| Mr. DAVIS, of New York, by unanimous con- 


i 


sent, submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That five thousand extra copies of the report 
of Charles B. Stuart, consulting engineer of the State of 


| New York, in reference to the improvement of her water 


communication between the Hudson river and the lakes in 
the West and Northwest, made March 27, 1864, be printed 
for the use of the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I do not object to the reso- 
lution, but I wish to know by whose authority 
that survey was made? 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. It was made un- 
der the appointment of the President in consulta- 
tion with the Governor of the State of New York. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing, under the 


rules. 
COLONY OF BLACKS. 


Mr, COX. I ask the unanimous consent of the 
House to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State communicate to 
this House all correspondence between our consul at Aur 


Cayes and the State Department in regard to our colony 
of blacks at the Isle of & Vache. 


Objection was made. 
| UNITED STATES COURTS IN NBW YORK. 


Mr. WARD, by upanimous consent, intro- 
ducted a bill in relation tothe United States courts 
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April 5, 


in the southern district of New York; whi 
read a first and second time, and referre 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


ABSENCE OF NAVAL COMMITTEE. 


Mr, RICE, of Massachusetts. Mr 
I am directed by the Committee on Na 
to ask the leave of the House for the absenen ; 
thatcommittee for ten days from Thursday on 
for the purpose of visiting one or two of the aes 
posed sites for a navy-yard upon the wentern'e . 
ters. [ will! state that this matter has been ynda- 
consideration by the committee upon various po. 
titions and memorials referred to it from differen, 
sections’of the country; and the committee ane 
urgently invited to visit one or two places in the 
western country, supposed to be especially oj. 
gible for a naval station upon the Mississippi river 
and its tributaries. If the committee have the 
consent of the House to visit those places for the 
purpose of making a personal inspection, they 
feel that they may report on the subject with more 
intelligence. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to isk 
the gentleman from Massachusetts what particular 
places in the West and Southwest he proposes io 
visit? 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. The sites which 
the committee.are invited to inspect are upon 
the Mississippi and Ohio rivers in the immediate 
vicinity of the city of St. Louis. I will state thar 
the committee have also been invited to visit Buf. 
fato, Pittsburg, Cleveland, Mound City, Cairo, 
and Milwaukee, but that it is not their intention 
to visit all of these places. They propose to visit 
the sites at the confluence of the Mississippi and 
Ohio rivers. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
gentleman to state what information the com- 
mittee expects to derive from a personal inspection 
that they eannot derive from othe sources. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I should not 
like to trench upon the privilege granted to me 
by my colleague by expending the remainder of 
the day in rehearsing the characteristics of the 
several eligible sites which will be submitted to our 
inspection in the western country. I| have never 
had the privilege of traveling through that section 
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| of the country; and the claims presented here so 


eloquently by the Representatives of the West | 
have no doubt will be enforced by this proposed 
inspection, and that the committee will come back 
impressed with the importance of that section. 
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, | need not re- 
mind the House that fora month past it has been 
with difficulty we have been able to get a quorum 
to do business, and that many hours which ought 
to have been devoted to business have been ex- 
pended in getting a quorum, We ought firstto go 
on and do the business necessary to be transacted, 
and then there is business outside of the House 
which may be attended to. Yesterday, when 
every member seemed anxious to vote, there were 
only one hundréd and nine members present. 
Now, every man who is acquainted with the at- 
mosphere here knows that when a memberattends 
one day he cannot attend the next day, Wien 
we have scarcely enough to do business now, It 
is proposed to give leave of absence to nine of our 
best business men [laughter] to go into pleasant 
places from which they will return hardly im- 
oroved in their capacity for business. [Renew d 
Daehier } Then it is suggested that guerriliasare 
prevalent in that section of the country. {Lavgi- 
ter.] I have never been there, and if the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means were to see the lr 
tility of that region I have no doubt that we wou : 
better know how to impose taxes. [Laughter.) 
Ido not see but that we would gain more advant- 
ages by examining the statistics of the business 
of those flourishing places in the West than the 
Naval Committee. The most they could do 
would be to test the water and try its chemical 
ualities [laughter] and its aptitude for mining. 
(Renewed laughter.] That is all aheg. can - 
hey will come back not much wiser. hey wi 
come back with very little information. c 
But, seriously, I cannot but hope the gent - 
man will withdraw this proposition. If a month 
hence, say in May or even in July, they — 
to take that time, it will be much more pleasa 
to them, and more profitable to the House. . 
ho On aR StOFe Ht ouse will rot grant the lea 
eate 
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Naval Affairs | have no doubt would be very 
mm LVays ‘ . ° ° 

sa ny to have the company of the distinguished 
cha rman Oo 


though ea 
shle to enlighten us much upon the qualities of 


- 


the waters of the country, if he should go with us. 
that we did not desire to take the responsibility 


House. They felt the importance of the business 


whieh is pressing upon the House; they feltalso 


of the committee. 
cit wo ; 
have the permission of the House. They willbe 
governed entirely by the proposition now sub- 
mitted to have ten or twelve days of absence. 


The committee have made a visit to League | 
Island, to Boston, and one or two other places, but | 


they consumed butone working day of the House. 

Mr.MALLORY. I wish the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to permit me to say to him that my 
yote will depend upon the answer he may make 
to an inquiry I propose to submit to him, Will 
the gentleman accept the proposition I made to 
him to include the city of Louisville in his trip? 
He and his committee would receive all the hos- 
pitality for which that city is celebrated. AndI 
wish that committee more especially to visit that 
city and report upon the propriety and usefulness 
to the Government of the United States of con- 
structing that railroad bridge near the falls of the 
Ohio, avout which we had so much discussion 
this morning. [Laughter.] If he will do that, I 
think I will vote for his request. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
order except by unanimous consent? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. Any gentleman has 
aright to ask leave of absence for himself or for 
his committee. 

Mr. SPALDING. I think IT may say advis- 
edly that the Committee on Naval Affairs have 
no desire to take themselves away from the ser- 
vice of the House and the country unless leave 
isaccorded to them freely, believing that their 
absence will not occasion any inconvenience. I 
certainly, as a member of the committee, should 
not go unless the House can dispense with our 
presence here without inconvenience. 

[ would prefer to have the House act upon the 
request without any reference to any individual 
feeling, and decide it solely upon their regard for 
the public good. I know that those who have 
extended the invitation to us have done so seri- 
ously, and | know their hospitality at St. Louis 
and at intermediate points; and I wish not only 
that the Naval Committee but the Ways and 
Means Committee, of which the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Srevens] is the distinguished 
chairman, could go with us. 

We now leave it altogether with the House to 
determine whether they can dispense with our 
services here without inconvenience. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Iilinois. I would ask 
my friend from Ohio’ if he thinks it necessary, as 
amember of the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
go West in order to get such knowledge as he 
desires in order to act? 

My. SPALDING. In reply to the honorable 
gentleman I will say that I do not know how | 
can be ae more favorably in respect to St. 
Louis and Cairo by making a thousand visits to 
those places than I am at this time. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. I would ask the 
honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, the 
‘harman of the committee, whether it is their 
intention to visit any places upon the lakes, and 
if'so, what places; or whether they intend to con- 
fine their visit to the rivers? 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. The committee 
a manifestly be governed, in respect to the 
limber of places they will visit, by the length of 
ime allowed them for their absence. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. 1 will then sug- 
F - to chairman of the Naval Committee that 
mae of the visit is to select a site for a 
tended - pe depot, unless that visit is ex- 
aaiiods r the places which are rivals for the 
of such an institution, th ithe result, 


‘stead of being beneficial to the public interests 


may beentirely the reyerse 
Mr. RICE. of Massachusctts. 


Is this in 


1 will say in 


f the Committce of Ways and Means, | 
| doubt somewhat whether he would be | 


| Or naval stauion on any of the lakes, or from keep- 


| ing more than one vessel of six hundred tonsand | 
2ut | desire to say, In behalf of the cominittee, || 


| on whatare known as the upper lakes. 
sf absenting ourselves withoutthe sanction of the || has reference to the establishment of a navy-yard 
of av i — | A = “oak 

or naval station on one of the rivers of the West, 


| with especial reference to the protection of the 


the importance of the business which was spe- | 
cially committed to the investigation and charge || 
And in fulfillment of that spe- | 
al trast they would make this visitif they could || 


| stand that the treaty with Great Britain has any | 








scam east 
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Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. The Committee | 


reply to the gentleman from Wisconsin that the 
immediate object of thecommiitee in making this 
Visit is not to select a site for a navy-yard for the | 
lakes. Weare prohibited, | believe, by our treaty 
with Great Britain, from establishing a navy-yard 


one cighteen-pound gun on Lake Ontario and two 
This visit 


Mississippi river and its tributaries. 
Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. Ido not under- 


such effect as the gentleman supposes. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I do not under- 
take to decide that questionatall. I simply say 
that the purpose of this visit at the present time 
has no reference to the lakes. 

Mr. BLOW. | regret very much that the only 
proposition that has been made to this Congress 
for an examination into western interests should 
meet with opposition, and that that opposition 
should come from a gentleman from the State of 
Pennsylvania, which has received so much at the 
hands of the Government, and from a gentleman 
from Illinois, who is directly interested in that 
portion of the country. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. I can answer 
my friend from Missouri very readily. I believe 
that there is but one point on the Mississippi river 
suitable for a navy-yard, Cairo or Mound City, 
and I think the House perfectly understands that. 
I do net think it necessary to send a commitiee 
to the West to examine into the matter. 

Mr.STEVENS. The reason why I am op- 
posed to this visit is that we are all in favor of 


this project. 

Mr. BLOW. All 1 can say then is, that if gen- 
tlemen are in favor of the project, they have a 
most extraordinary way of expressing their feel- 
ings. Although we have a fleet of a hundred 
United States vessels afloat on the bosom of the 
Mississippi river, not one dollar has ever been 
apprapriated by Congress for the establishment 
of a navy-yard there, or a station for the repairs 
of those vessels. 

Sir, I consider the objections made to granting 
leave of absence to this committee as absolutely 
frivolous and unworthy of my friends. There 
are one hundred and eighty-three members of this 
body. Fifty, sixty, and seventy have been ab- 
sent all the time, and yet no voice has been raised 
in this House against their absence. Members 
have gone to League Island and all through the 
New England States and other States, on every 

ossible errand, to their homes on business, and 
have been absent with leave and without leave, 
and who has objected? But now, when a ques- 
tion affecting the interests of the great West and 





| navigable streams of thousands of miles in ex- 


tent comes up, and the question arises of allowing 
the committee at the same time an investigation 
of the wants of the great valley, among which is 
the removing of the obstructions to the free navi- 
gation especially of the Mississippi, which now so 
mach incumbers the commerce leading toand from 
the very city in which my colleague from Illinois 
resides, the fear of inconveniencing members liv- 
ing near their constituents and impeding the busi- 
ness of the House causes the proposal to be met 
with the wit and slurs of members. Why, Mr. 
Speaker, the greatest improvement that can be 
proposed, and one purely of a national character, 
is the removal of the very rapids causing these ob- 
structions to the free navigation of agreat streain 
necessary to the prosperity, commercial and agri- 
cultural, of ten western and southern States. I re- 
gard this alone as a question of more importance 
than all your ship canals, and all these great in- 
terests are met by objections which I can only 
characterize as frivolous and inconsiderate. 

I ask the House to grant permission to seven 
of the nine members of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs to-visit the West. I kuow thatafter they 
shall have visited St. Louis, stopping on the way 
at Pittsburg and Cleveland and other places on 
the’foute, no gentleman having a proper regard 
for the vast interests of the — of the Missis- 
sippi, and interests extending far beyond that 
valley, will ever regret having granted the leave 
of absence now asked. 

8 to the difficulty of getting a quorum, set the | 


tne, 


—_—— er et et 
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telegraph to work and summon the absent mem. 
bers who have disregarded their obligations to 
this body and to the country. lL hope the leave 
asked will be granted. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, | wish to say 
in reference to the remarks of the genteman from 

Missouri, that | believe the people of the Wess 
will be better satisfied by every member of the 
House staying in his place and attending to the 
business of the country. Members of Congress 
are paid a salary of $3,000a year by the Govera- 
ment for their ime and services; and there will be 
time enough, after we shall have concluded the 
business of the session, for the committees to visit 
the different points of the Westand report to the 
House at the next session. | therefore hope that 


| no consent will be given to the Committee on Na- 
| val Affairs making this trip, or to the members of 
| any other committee leaving their places in this 


House; but that we will hold members, and go 
on’with the public business, 

Mr. DAWSON. I move tolay the motion on 
the table. 

Mr. KELLEY. Before that motion be put I 
desire to say a single word. Will my colleagite 
withdraw the motion? 

Mr. DAWSON. I withdraw for that purpose. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman 
from Missouri has drawn a comparison between 
the attention given by the House to the interests 
of the East and of the Wests: 1 think that all 
such remarks are invidious, and that they lead to 
bad consequences.” 1 want to say in this connec- 
tion that no member of the House has been ab- 
sent from it a single working day or hour for the 
purpose of visiting League Island. The visits to 


| that point have been made at seasons when ihe 


House was not in session. The Committee on 
Naval Affairs has visited more distant points; and 
even for that purpose has lost but one working 
day. So that there is not that contrast between 
the interest which that committee feels in ques- 
tions pertaining to the Eastand to the West which 
the gentleman would lead the people of the West 
to believe. AndlI, for one, should the Mouse de- 
termine thatthe Committee on Naval Affairs shall 
not have leave now, will gladly, as a member of 
that committee, devote the two weeks following 
the termination of this session to making this 
“excursion proposed, if deemed necessary by the 
committee. 
Mr. DAWSON. Irenew m 
The question was taken; an 
agreed to. . 
So the request was laid on the table. 


CHARLES L. NELSON. 


motion. 
the motion was 





Mr. BAXTER asked and obtained unanimous 
consent to have taken from the Speaker’s table 


| an act (S. No. 197) for the relief of Charles L. 


Nelson; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to*the Committee of Claims. 


NAVAJO INDIANS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Interior, recommending 
an appropriation for the Navajo Indians in New 
Mexico; which was referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY ACADEMY EXAMINATIONS. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
papers in regard to a plan for competitive exouniar 
ation of cadets for the Military Academy at West 
Point; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 


NATIONAL CURRENOY. 


Mr. HOOPER. I move that when the House 
shall have resolved itselfinto the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union on the special 
order, all debate in committce on the special 
order shall cease in one minute. 

Mr. HOLMAN, I make the point of order 
that that motion is not in order, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order. The motion cannot be made to close 
debate on the bill until after the last section is read, 

Mr. HOOPER. Then I move that all debate 
on the pending section and the various amend 
ments thereto be closed in one minute alter the 

| House shall have resolved itself inte the Commit- 
| tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


The motion was agreed to. 





i 
oii: 
+ 
; 
ih 
; 


a 


. < Oo aie 
4 eee 


a er rd 


Si 


PEAT SET ere 


1s nea 





> SOT tee Secon 


re, ee 


oe 


we 


wey”, 


Sepittdhien 4 


7 
ea 


MS PRP MR Ales a9 


L450 


Mr. HOOPER moved tbat the rules be sus- 
pended, and the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union to 
take up the national curre ney bill, which is the 
epecial order, 

The motion was agreed to. 

‘Lie rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Rois, 
of New Hampshire, in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration, as a special order, of the bill 
(H.R. No. 333) to provide a national currency 
secured by a pledge of United States stocks, and 
to provide for the circulation and redemption 
thereof, all debate on the pending section and the 
Various amendments thereto being closed by order 
of the House in one minute. 

The question was on the following substitute 
offered by Mr. Hooperto the sixty-third section: 

Sec. 63. And be it further enacted, That persons holding 
stock as executors, administrators, guardians, and trust 
ees, shall not be personally subject to any liabilities as 


stockholders; but the assets ard tunds in their hands shall | 


be liable in like manner and to the same extent as the test 
ator, intestate, ward, or person interested in such trust 
funds would be if they were respectively living and com 
petent to act and bold the stock in their own pame. 


To which Mr. Davis, of Maryland, offered the 
following amendment: 
Provided, That no State tax shall be imposed upon any 
nen of the capital stock of such asseciation invested in the 
mids of the United States. 
To which amendments Mr. Davis, of New 
York, offered the following as a substitute: 
And be it further enacted, That it shat be the duty of the 
Becretary of the ‘Treasury, as soon as practicable afterthe 


end of each fiscal year from and alter the passage of tpis 
act, to make out and transmit to the treasurer of each State 


a etatement ot all taxes which shall have been collectedin | 


that State from cach national bank organized therein dur 


ing such previous year, avd he shall with such statement | 
remit to the treasurer of such State one fourth the amount | 


thus collected from such association in each State, to be 
disposed of in its discretion. 


The question was taken on the substitute of- 
fered by Mr. Davis, of New York; and it was 
rejected, 

The question recurred on the amendment to the 
amendment offered by Mr. Davis,of Maryland; 
and it was rejected. 

The question recurred on Mr. Hoorer’s amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SPALDING. I move the following asan* 
amendment to the amendment: 

ind be it further enacted, That no part of the capital 
stock of any banking institution created or continued in 
existence by this act, so far asthe same is made up of Uni 
ted States bonds, shall be subject to taxation by the govern 
ment of the State within the limits of which it may be sit 
wated. 

Mr. Chairman, it seems necessary that some 
such amendment should be introduced; and I do 
not know of any more unobjectionable than the 
one I now submit. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 


of Mr. Hooper. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York, demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Van VALKEN- 
puacu and Ex_paivge were appointed. 

‘The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 54, noes 50. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PRICE. 
ment: 

And be it further enacted, That no association organized 
wnider this act shall at any time pay outor put into circula- 
tion in @ayment of any of its obligations any bank bills, or 


anything intended to circulate as money, which at the time 


of such paying out or putting into circulation is not being 
received by such association at par. 


I submit the following amend- 


The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. BROOKS. I wish to offer an amendment, 
but I do not wish to offer it to the section upon 
which debate has been closed. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not now in or- 
der. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill. I make 
the motion for this reason 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Is the motion to strike out 
the enacting clause in order? 

Mr. BROOKS. I rise to a question of order. 
The enacting clause of the bill may be considered 
as prior to the first section of the bill, and { make 
the point of order that we cannot retrace our steps 
except by unanimous consent. 
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Mr. COX. I ask what will be the effect of the 
motion of the gentleman from Illinois if it be 
adopted by the committee? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Lunderstand 
the effect of the motion to be, that if the House 
does not sustain the action of the committee, the 
bill will be recommitted to the committee, and 
that if we sustain the action of the committee in 
striking out the enacting clause it will kill the bill. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman is mistaken. It 
only brings the bill before the House. It was 
the way in which the Kansas and Nebraska bill 
was brought before the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask for the 
reading of the rule. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

© 123. A motion tostrike out the enacting words of a bill 
shall have precedence of a motion to amend ; and, if car- 
ried, shall be considered equivalent to its rejection. When- 
evera bill is reported {roma Committee of the Whole, with 
a rccommendation to strike out the enacting words, and 
such recommendation is disagreed to by the House, the 
bill shall stand recommitted to the said committee without 
further action by the House.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. 
point of order. 

The motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I move the following as a 


substitute for the entire bill: 


The Chair overrules the 


That the act entitled ‘An act to provide a national cur- 


| rency secured by a pledge of the United States stocks, and 


to provide for the circulation and redemption thereof,’’ ap- 
proved February 25, 1863, is hereby repealed: Provided, 
however, ‘That any association organized under said act 
shall have three years from the passage of this act to re- 
tire their circulation and close up the business of such as- 
sociation, during which time and for the purpose aforesaid 
only the said act shall remain in full force. 


The CHAIRMAN. The question on the sub- 
stitute will be reserved until the bill has been 


| acted on. 


| pass. 


The Clerk read, as follows: 

Sec. 64. 4nd be it further enacted, That Congress re- 
serves the right at any time to amend, alter, or repeal this 
act. 

Mr. BROOKS. That is an excellent section, 
the only good one in the bill, and I hope that will 
I move the following as an additional sec- 


ition: 


-And be it further enacted, That all the gold and silver 
coin received by every association organized under the pro- 
visions of this act for the interest that nay be paid on the 
stocks, bonds, or other securities of the United States de- 
posited with the Comptroller, shall be retained and held 
by such association until the sum of such spggie or coin 


| shall be equal to at least six per cent. of the reserve re- 


quired to be held by associations located other than in the 
cities o st. Louis, Louisville, Chicago, New Orleans, Cin- 
cinnati, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, New York, San 
Francisco, Buffalo, Detroit, Portland, Pittsburg, Albany, 
Milwaukee, and Cleveland, to the amount of at least ten 


| per cent. of such reserve required to be held by the banks, 


at the redemption places named in the thirty-first section 


| of this act. 





| 


| 


Mr. Chairman, I expect that the gentleman 


Tl tion ‘th anten || from Massachusetts [Mr. Hooper] who has the 
ve question en recurred on the amendment 1} custody of this bill will oppose it, and to fortify 


| myself I have provided an argument which comes 


from the president of the Eagle bank, Boston, 
Waldo Flint, Esq., which Lask the Clerk to read. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


‘The present law, and the amendments as proposed by 
the Comptroller in his new bill, now under consideration 


| by the Committee of Ways and Means, do not require 
| banks to hold any gold or sAver coin while the suspension 


of specie payments continues. We regard this as one of 
the most alarming features of the new system of banking 
as it is directly Opposed to all past theory and experience 
on this subject, and constitutes one of the strongest argu- 
ments against the change from State to national organiza- 
tion. 

“It is true that bank circulation may be ultimately safe, 
by the protection afforded by public stocks, held as security 
by the Government; but there is a wide distinction be- 
tween security and convertibility, and in times of peace the 
connnunity require banks whose circulation is amply se- 
cured to Reep specie in sufficient proportion to enable them 
ta respond to sudden calls. 

“The same reason does not apply in tin. of war, when 
itis impracticable for the Governmeut or the banks to pay 
specie on demand, butthe argumentis quite as strong which 
should require banks to hold the specie in their vaults as 
the trustees and custodians of the public, as visibic, tangi- 
ble security, convertible when the state of the country and 
its relations at home and abroad will admit of its being done 
with safety. 

‘* Butthere are other reasons of controlling public policy 
which demand that specie shall be held on public acgount 
and for public benefit. 

“Suppose Mr. McCulloch should succeed in compelling 
ali State bank organizations to become merged under the 
new law in national institutions ; what is to become of the 
millions of specie they now hold—are they to disappear? 
to be sold ata premium, the new banks getting the nom- 
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|| inal advance and thus inflating the market val 
stocks? and who are to be the purchasers? Eitt 
viduals for the purpose of hoarding, or importers er he 
by reduced prices to enlarge their Orders | a tem pte 
foreign countries to compete with home 


ue of the 


goods 
manuiacty 


to pamper luxury and stimulate extravaganee.) 
Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Chairman, I desire to eng 
that the $20,000,000 of gold in the New York 
banks, the $5,000,000 in the banks of tad or. 
the $3,000,000 in the banks of Philadelphia if 


| amendment be not adopted, will be 

| from State taxation. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

| Mr. BROOKS. I have two other amendm nts 

| to offer-as additional sections, They are ame nd 

| ments which meet the assent I believe of ~~ 
ciated banks of New York, with 


W ithdrawg 


the asgo. 
| A ‘ perhaps ono 
| exception, and which they are anxious to haye 
| Incorporated in the bill. ; 
ry . 
The first one provides the mode and many 
| winding up these national institutions when 
| in the opinion of two thirds of the directors i, sha 
| be deemed expedient not to continue the busin 
longer. I move the following as an additio; | 
section: 
And be it further enacted, That if at any time befor 
| period fixed for the termination of any association or e 
| ized under the provisions of this act, the direeyrs thereos 
| shall deem it to be for the interest of the shareholders 
| discontinue such association, and shall have obtained the 
assent of two thirds of the shareholders, such dir 
may by the vote of two thirds of their number give pot 
to the Comptroller of the Carrency of their intention to 
| discontinue the business of banking, under the provisions 
|| of this act; and when such association shall have r¢ 
deemed and paid or secured the payment of their ow 
standing circulation, and the payment of all their jiabi! 
|| for deposits, and shall have paid or secured the payme 
j| all its other Jiabilities, to the satisfaction of the Comp 
troller of the Currency, lve may declare by a public adver 
| 
i 
| 


er of 
ever 


ae 


tors 





lies 
tisement that itis no longer subjeet to the habilities ix 


posed on associations organized under the provisions of 
| this act. 


The amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. BROOKS. I have one other amendment 
| to offer, and then my duty in relation to the per- 
| fection of this bill will have been discharged. It 
| is for the purpose of preventing that wildcat sys- 
tem of banking which was so much in fashion in 
some portions of the country some years ago, by 
| which banks having no capital secured depositors 
by becoming savings banks. I move the following 
as an additional section: 


And be it further enacted, That it shall not be law/ul 
| for any association organized under the provisions of this 
| act to do business as a savings bank, or in any wayt 
solicit or receive deposits as asavings bank, nor to pay avy 
interest, compensation, bonus, or other consideration lor 
deposits of money received by it, or in any way to receiv’ 
deposits as a savings bank, or upon interest; and auy 
| association which shall violate the provisions of this sec 
| tion of this act shall forfeit and pay to the United States 
the sum of $100 for every day such offense shai! be coo 
tinued, to be sued for and recovered by any district at 
torney of the United States, in any court of the United 
States, for the use of the ‘Treasury of the United States; 
and it shall be the duty of the Comptroller of the Curreney 
to proceed againstany association which may violate this 
provision. 


| Mr. HOOPER, I would like to ask the gen- 
| tleman from New York whether the banks in 
' 





his State are prohibited from becoming savings 
| banks by any statute of New York? | 
| Mr. BROOKS. Lam not sure whether I can 
| answer the gentleman from Massachusetts 8alis- 
| factorily. I know what is the general opinion. 
I cannot definitely, in regard to law, because L 
have not examined. I know that some §X OF 
seven years ago some of these banks turned into 
savings banks in some portions of the coun\'y. 
| But in New York, whether there is any speciic 

law or not, there is a power of opinion higher 

than law which would prevent it be:ng done there. 


Mr. HOOPER. 1 understood that it was te 


} 
| 
| 


| 
| 
j 


constant practice. 
The amendment was disagreed to. ves 
The question recurred on the amendmentials 
nature of a substitute for the bill offered by 4 
Houtman. ee 
On a division, 40 voted for and 63 agaist 
substitute. 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded tellers. : 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hoim) 
and Hoorer were appointed. a 
The committee divided; and the tellers repor 

—ayes 45, noes 63. » 
So the amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move that the committee 
rise and report the bill to the House. a0 
Mr. GANSON. Before the bill is reporte? © 
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= ther ‘he House | would like to suggest i. need —_ aene power wee ' attempt d to a the House || Therefore it is quite proper to diseusait, much the 
ao, nan who has charge of it that some c range ought || w noe ” ee ing was sironge r than how. Hav- | same asif it were an original proposition 
es trom to be made in the twelfth weet INF) NO .claams to superior knowledge in finance, A good while ago there grew up in this eoun 
tures, of The CHAIRMAN. The committee have no either from education orexperience, ithas seemed | try a national institution eaile d the United Staten 
cht to return to the twelfth section. x eit || little less than presumption in me to attempt to) Bank. Old Hickory Jackson said wan olan 
@ to say OMe 1c. ALLEN. Before the question is put || speak on this subject to men many of whom hav lawful origin, contrary to the spirit of our mati 
v York oad eo motion that the committee rise | desire to || given years to the study of this intricate, vexed, tutions, and dangerous to the ne ' ie ne the cil 
on, and oe question. Several amendments have been || and even yet uncertain subject, added io many | ple. Heswore by the Eternal, and itdisappeared 
A, If thig adopted in committee. I desire to Know whether || years of experience in such pursuits as have af- And | should like to know what the distinguished 
hdrawa = may have a separate vote upon each amend- | forded them facilities for subjecting their inves- | gentieman from Pennsylvania, the chairman wt 
- — in the House? tigations to the testof practical observation: and I the Ways and Means, who not long awo proved 
Mr. STEVENS. Undoubtedly. doubt if | should have so far overcome my scru- “so earnestly for ** six months of the leadership of} 
\dmenta Mr.J.C. ALLEN. With that understanding || ples as to make this effort were it not that L have |) stern Old Hickory Jackson,” thinks he would 
amend. | have no objection to the bill being now reported || reccived such communications from my constitu- | swear by now, if he should appear here and read 
he asgo. to the House. . : ens ae. seem almost to malet i obligatory upon || this bill, knowing it was to pass by the recora 
iPS One Mr. STEVENS. It is the right of any gen- }| me. The great kindness uniformly extended to |; mendation and vote of that mortal who invoked 
to have tleman to have & separate vole upon any amend- || me by my associates here makes me believe that his presence. The unprecedented popularity and 
ment. | ask that the vote may be takenupon the || my imperfect suggestions will be received with | indomitable will of the Hero of the Hermit ure 
nner of motion that the committee rise. ; Many degrees of allowance, and given, at least,all |) carried him safely through his attack upon that 
henever The motion was agreed to. | the consideration the y deserve. mighty monetary power, Yet we all remember 
$ it shall So thecommittee rose; and the Speaker having My objections, sir, to this bill are mainly to |; weil how the death-throes of the expiring mon 
/USiNess resumed the chair, Mr. Rouuws, of New Hamp- || the system it attempts to perfect and perpetuate, || ster caused apprehension, eupsharenapen nt, avd 
ditional! ahire, reported thatthe committee having, accord- |} rather than to matters of detail, and therefore L | distress all over the land. Sir, if that bank, with 
ing to order, had the state of the Union generally || preferred to reserve my remarks until such time 


before the 


mM Orzan 


under consideration, and particularly the bill (H. 


| as it should be present d to the House for final 


its $30,000,000 capital, was so dangerous to lib 
erty, and required the wonderful energies of » 


e eae. R. No. 333) to provide a national currency se- action. And even now it is not possible to de- || Jackson to put it down, what shall be said of this 
Olders ™ cured by a pledge of United States stocks, and to |} termine what precise form it will assume,as some |, mammoth institution, with its 300,000,000 cap 
sined the vide for the circulation and redemption thereof, || of the amendments proposed by the Committee || ital and its almost numberless tributaries, to be 
directors had instructed him to report the same back to the || of the Whole are yet to be decided upon by the |; established in every part of this vast country? 
ae House with sundry amendments, and with the rece House. Yet I think it may be now safely us- || Verily here is an instrument of executive patron- 
oelihene ommendation that the bill as amended do pass. || sumed that most of the important provisions of | age and power worthy the conceptions of the loft- 
have re Mr. STEVENS. I movetoamend the bill by |} the bill are settled as they will be submitted for | iest aspirant. ; 
heir out striking out the whole of it, and inserting the fol- the final action of the House. Nor does the magnificent scheme halt with us 
ae lowing substitute, | It having been my lot to enter first upon my present apparent proportions. One of the argu 
= Oona. Mr. HOLMAN. Asa matter of order I sup- | congressional dutiegafter a mostinfamousattegspt |} ments, which meets with much favor among its 
lie adver pose the amendments reported from the Commit- \| had been made by a formidable armed rebellion || adwocates, is thatthe legal-tendersystem,although 
lities un- tee of the Whole on the state of the Union will || to break up and destroy the Union and to over- || well enough in itself, was only intended as a tem 
isions of tome up first for the vote of the Elouse. \ throw the best Government of the earth, it has || porary expedient, whereas the national currency 
The SPEAKER. The vote will be first upon ||-been my constant desire from the beginning to |) system, as it is called, is expected to become a 
the amendments reported from the Commitice of || give earnest and hearty support to every measure || permanentinstitution and to supplantand take the 
ndment the Whole. | necessary or important to sustain the Government |, place of all the other paper money of the country. 
the per- Mr. COX. I would like to inquire of the gen- || in these fearful times. And I will not conced: Whenever the State banks can be annihilated 
red, It tleman from Pennsylvania whether the substitute | that any one, even my distinguished colleague, || then its volume can be increased. So soon as all 
cat sys- he has offered is the bill as amended by the Com- who in his great speech on the’ gold bill made || the legal tender can be withdrawn it can be again 
shion in mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union? ; such an earnest, effective, and patriotic appeal to |, increased. As the country advances, and a fur- 


ago, by 
posilors 


lowing 


led States 
| he con 


Mr. STEVENS. 
the seven per cent., which is restored the same 
as the original bill. 

Mr. COX. How about the State tax? 


Mr. COX. Wiil not the gentleman allow the 
substitute to be printed over night, in order that 


it is, with the exception of | 





the Congress and the country, is influenced by a 
more anxious desire to do and to suffer everything 
needful for the success of our cause and the sal- 
vation of our country. 


the privilege but the duty of every Representa- 
tive carefully to examine and consider evefy im- 


ther demand for currency can be created, then it 
is to be increased again and again until the fertile 


| imagination of the financial and political schemer 


explode, there might be no end of the amountand 
volume to which this so-called national currency 


,} and dreamer loses itself m the misty mazes ot 
be lawful Mr. STEVENS. ‘Thatis left out also. It is suggested that this is no new measure, but || the distant future. And were it not that the ex 
eae Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to || one already decided and entered upon, and con- || perience of the past, and the sober consideration 
opay any ask the gentleman whether the provision is || sidered necessary by that Department of the Gov- || of all practical, thinking financial men agree in 
ration {or stricken out in regard to real estate security, aud |} ernment having charge of the finances, and there- || the inevitable judgment that all visions of an un 
0 receive which allows the right of the banks to speculate || fore it is unpatriotic to oppose it or point out its || limited paper curreney not redeemable in coin are 
io a in gold and silver? || imperfections, if tM hasany. Sir, it is not only | delusive and every such system must eventually 

? 
aes A we may examine it? || portant measure proposed for action here, whether | could be expanded. 
a Beton: Mr. STEVENS. Gentlemen will-find that || original or amendatory, and if he believes it in- suteven if it were possible that the vast min- 


there are but one-or two amendments differing 
from the present bill; one restores the seven per 
cent. rate of uniform interest, and the other strikes 
out the State taxation clause. I believe there is 


Currency 


consistent with the genius. of our institauions and 
olate this 


subversive of the rights of the States or the people, 
then to oppose its passage with ali the power he 
| can command, And I cannot understand how the 


eral resources of the country could be developed 
to such an extent as to provide a specie basis for 
these untold millions of paper mouey, what would 


he gen- 


anks in 
savings 
or L can 
$ salis- 
pinion. 
‘cause | 
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specilic 
higher 
ne there. 
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ontin the 
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tinst the 


nothing else of importance. 
doubis about it, ldo not want the bill acted on 
now. I sce my friend from New York [Mr. 
STEELE] is asking me to yield to him to malre a 
few remarks, which I shall do with pleasure. 

Mr. COX. One more guestion.: 

Mr. STEVENS. I would call the previous 
question, but L suppose | may before that allow 
the gentleman from New York to occupy a few 
moments, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
genileman from Pennsylvania to accede to the re- 
quest, and allow the substitute to be printed. 

Mr. STEVENS. We have not yet done with 
the day’s proceedings, and we can decide that 
matter better by and by. 

; '. COX. May it not be understood by gen- 
tral consent that the substitute be printed to-migit 
and a Vote be taken on it in the morning? 

Mr. STEVENS. | do nat like to say that now. 


If any gentleman | 


fact that it is understood to be determined upon 
by the dominant party can relieve onc from such 
responsibility. 

At the time the bill for which this is sought to 
be substituted was presented for the considera- 
tion of the Thirty-Seventh Congress, it was urged 
as an imminent necessity; and realizing as we 
all did then, and do now, the importance to our 
national existence of the financial question, it is 
not improbable that the fear of doing a substan- 
tial injury to the country by its rejection did more 
to secure its passage than any deliberate convic- 
tion that in itseif it was either wise Or meritorious. 

The measure asit was adopted, either from its 
imperfections and absurdities, or because it was 
not generally acceptable, has been so little used 
as to have served no substantial purpose in sup- 
plyingacurrency. In fact, statements were made 
upon this vor, during the debate on Saturday 
last, that it was ‘ineffective and inoperative;”’ 


| trolled ? 


| be the inevitable consequence of having these five, 


ten, fifteen, or any imaginable number of hundreds 
of millions currency all under the control of one 
man? If money is power—and | think most men 
believe itis—then here is power such as never yet 
existed on earth, except in the busy imagination 
In this vision of monetary power, lel some man 
appear at the head of affairs sufficiently able and 
wicked to direct skillfully this vast machinery 
with a view to control elections; what would be 
the consequence? Is not the answer apparent ? 
Is it necessaiy to go further and consider exactly 
how he would pull the wires upon these millions 
of banks, and how with untold, fabulous sums of 
money;and the thousand insidious influences that 
money can command, the election would be con- 
And at last, when it was apparent that 
the foundations of free government were being 
undermined and destroyed by this stealthy, irre 
sistible, and ungovernable monster of our own 


| creation, let some enthusiastic, self-sacrificing pa- 


and that, too, by a member uf the Ways and 


cannot say what wiilturn ne before we adjourn. 
Means Committee in favor of this bill, as follows: 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 


triot, with courare enough to speak out, call for 





a 


3 : _a Jackson to overthrow it, and let a greater than 
ToLMan Maranie call the previous question? ‘[ understand the object of this bill tobe to perfect the }) Jackson appear, and what could he do? I te! 
reported hn tee A:will stotil the gentleman sun Eannrte take saamicines ond curing te DSTA: you a whole army of Jacksons would be impo- 
P of hie a will call it upon the conclusion | “Team regard this in noother way dun odie ofthe ont! bens against such Rapeteee At onan ed veneer © 
Mr, STREL 2 ; || the part of Congress to render efficient a Jaw now inuper- | that Position picture or it in the ex} . an 
; E, of New York. I will. || ative. agination of its prajector. It would be en rvi 
mmittee haclatee it has been with great reluctance || If this be so, then of course the object of this ous to political attack, and would only fall with 
. ave atany time asked the attention of the || substitute isto give vitality aud effect to what is | its own unwieldy weight or foi the want of suff . 

ported to ‘rican Congress to any remarksof mine. And || now supposed to be “ ineffective and inoperative.”’ | eient foundation. 
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Experience has show 
that measures ! 


urercud as 
importance, were 


of the utmost immediate 

not only unnecessary, but of | 
the most mischievous and alarming character. Of 
all the measures urged upon Congress as indis- 
alvation of the country, none 
ded with more pompous demands for 
our support than the odious, unnecessary, and 


opypre Ss8ive conescr 


pensable to thre 


came hera! 


iption bill of the last session. 
It was proclaimed to the world and announced to 
Yhis House that it had passed the Senate without 
an opposing vote, and that whoever opposed it 
here would be considered little better than atrai- 
tor to his country. And it was mainly because 
of this offensive demand made upon members for 
the support of the measure that I felt bound, al- 
though just up from a severe sickness, to state, 
as | did upon this floor, some of my objections to 


it. As was anticipated by many of us, it turned || 
out a practical fatlure, and was productive of the 1] 
most alarming consequences, 


The present bill is not less dangerous to the 
permanent prosperity of free government than 
was that to the peace and good order of society. 
They are both calculated to subvert the liberties 
of the people and centralize power in the General 
Government at the expense of the reserved rights 
of the States and the people. And both alike, | 
having failed to answer the expectations of their 
supporters, are sought to be bolstered up and per- 
petuated by alterations and amendments which 
do not change their character or obviate the most 
substantial and important objections to their pro- 
visions, 

if this measure could be carried into success- 
ful operation, and the $300,000,000 currency pro- 
posed be substituted for the same amountof legal 
tender, it is difficult to understand how the Treas- 
ury would experience great relief after paying 
interest on the money thus withdrawn and which 
it now has without interest, in addition to the 
very considerable expenses of the new system, 
and the cost and inconvenience of the change. 

Section one of the bill provides for the appoint- 
ment of a Comptroller, &c., as follows: 

fie shall be appointed by the President, on the recom- 
mendation of the Seeretary of the Treasury, by and with | 
the advice and consent of the Senate, and shall hold his 
office for the term of five years unless sooner removed by 
the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. Heshall receive an annual salary of $5,000. He 
shall have acompetent deputy, appointed by the Secretary, 
whose salary shall be $2,500, and who shall possess the 
power and perform the duties attached by law to the office 
of Comptroller during a vacancy in such office and during 
his absence or inability. He shall employ from time totime 
the necessary clerks to discharge such duties as he shall 
direct, which clerks shall be appointed and classified by the | 
Secretary of the Treasury in the manner now provided by | 
law. 

Thus at the outset we have a permanent officer 
with a salary of $5,000 per annum, another at 

2,500 and a small army of clerks, unlimited in 
number, in addition tothe expenses of providing 
the bills for circulation and divers other things, | 
all to be paid by the Government. 

If, however, it is supposed to be a sufficient an- 
swer to this apparentexpense and loss to the Gov- 
ernment to say thatit is not for ene unacquainted 
with the intricacies and mysteries of finance to | 
question the wisdom of superior knowledge, that | 
will scarcely be accepted as a sufficient answer to 
important constitutional objections and the im- 
policy and unsafety of placing all the banks and | 
the entire banking capital of the country under 
the control of the executive department of the 
General Government or.one of its branches. 

It is not denied that it is the inevitable conse- | 
quence of this system, if successful, to compel all 
the State banks to suspend business as such, and 
come under the new arrangement, or give place 
to such as will. State banks are older than the 
Goverwment itself. They have not only been ac- 
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n often during this war |) ren y. They pay avery large proportion of our 


| these times of alarming expenditure? 
importance to the States and the people can be 


| legislation, what safety is there for any local or 








|| cripple and eventually destroy them; especially 


| institutions, it is a poor return for such patriotic 
|| devotion and the most important services which 





taxes; and we cannot understand what authority 
the General Government has, either by a sudden 
low or alingering torture, to destroy such valu- 
able State institutions and substitute others, creat- 
ures of the national Government, and substan- 
tially exempted from local taxation. About one 
tenth of the entire taxable property of the State 
of New York is in the State banks, and in many 
localitiesa much larger proportion. Suppose this 
system to be perfected, and that amount of prop- 
erty relieved from local taxation; how are the 
other tax-payers to make up the deficiency in 
And if 


lawful State institutions of such magnitude and 
directly or indirectly stricken down by Federal 


individual right? 

And again, perfect your system; let capital- 
ists invest in these banks; establish a privileged 
class of moneyed men in every vicinity exempted 
from local taxation: as taxes increase and be- 
come more and more onerous, a feeling of dissat- 
isfaction, discontent, and ill-will toward theclass 
supposed to be unfairly protected from taxation 
will grow up among the masses of the people, 
likely to result in violence and blood, arson and an- 
archy. There is not, itis true, in this bill any [an- 
guage which in terms disposes of the State banks. 
It will be well remembered, however, that the bill 
of the last Congress for which this is a substitute 
was speedily followed by another aiming a death- 
blow at the State banks by the way of taxation; 
and if we may argue of the future by the past, we 
have a right to presume thie will be immediately 
followed by another taxing the State banks to 
such an extent that they cannot live as such. 

In the Committee of the Whole on the 2d in- 
stant the distinguished gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. Henry Winter Davis) said: 

‘© T confess I foresee a serious struggle to take place be- 
tween the banks that we are providing for and the existing 
State organizations. Itis impossible that the State insti- 
tutions can be allowed to stand side by side with those 
we are about to create. It is plain that either in this bill 


or in the tax bill stringent provisions will be adopted to drive 
from existence the State institutions.”’ 


From this statement, made openly upon this 
floor, and not denied or commented upon by the 
friends of this measure, it seems to be generally 
conceded, and unless it is now denied by those 
who know, I} shall assume that such is the case. 
The efforts and the sacrifices of the State banks 
to serve the Government in its time of need, and 
the fact'that they have several times, and as often 
as called upon, come promptly to the relief of the 
Government in its extremity, was remarked upon 
by my colleague [Mr. Brooks] the other day; 
and I will not enlarge upon it now, except to say 
that in every instance when money has been 
wanted to fill up the regiments and the quotas 
sent from the district 1 have the honor to rep- 
resent on this floor, our local banks, State insti- 
tutions, have immediately and voluntarily fur- 
nished all the money required for such purpose; 
and under the last call some, if not all of them, 
have done so to the extent of nearly one fourth 
of their entire capital. 

And it would seem that, aside from the fact 
that Congress has no constitational right or au- 
thority to interfere with and destroy lawful State 


have, more than once, saved the very life of the 
nation, to proceed deliberately and resolutely to 


| when it is believed the Government could provide 


cepted and regarded as lawful State institutions || 


by the authors and contemporaneous expounders 


cided to be so by the Supreme Court of the Uni- | 
ted States. 

The great State of New York, the Empire State | 
of this Union, and the district I represent, are 
largely interested in this question. We have many | 


banks, founded upon a system which has served as | 


a model forthe one now underconsideration. They 
have furnished wsa safe and convenient currency. 
Our people have confidence in them, so much so | 


| 


for its necessities even better by a continuation 
of the legal-tender system at present in use, and 
that there can be no necessity for the proposed 
change, except for the purpose of establishing a 


eee system increasing executive patronage, and, 
of the Constitution, but have been repeatedly de- || 


y breaking down State institiutions and weak- 
ening the sovereignty of States in the manage- 
ment and control of their internal and local affairs, 
make another grand stride in the direction of a 
consolidated Government and the centralization of 
power. 

The old argument in favor of a national bank, 
that of giving a uniform currency, is urged now, 
and yet it seems apparent that the legal tender 
has advantages over the proposed system. It is 


that they greatly prefer them to the national cur- |] not to be supposed that all men will-be able to 
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manage the business of banking successfy}} Sao 
if not, then undoubtedly some of these banks on 
soon be compelled to go into liquidation. a 
whenever that occurs, no one can doubt haa 
delay in realizing, upon notes scattered as . 
will be if used as currency, all over the cou - 
will cause depreciation and distrust. Then aoa? 
bills redeemabie at a distance, even if there oun, 
other objection to them, will pass, if at aij pha 
discount. And instead of having a currency lik 
the present legal tender, good alike in al = 
States, it will soon be found necessary to dices 7 
inate between the paying and the non-pa — 
banks, and between those bills redeemable $ 
at hand and at far-off places. iT 

In support of the proposition that the b 
this new creation will be entirely at the merey of 
the Treasury Department, and therefore to that 
extent subject to its control and dictation I de. 
sire to call attention to the following sectic 
the bill. 

Section twelve contains the following: 


And the Comptroller shall have authority to withhold 
from an association his certificate authorizing the com- 
mencement of business, whenever he shall have reason to 
suppose that the shareholders thereof have formed thy same 
for any other than the legitimate objects contemplated by 
this act. ’ 


Section thimeen, as follows: 


. Provided, That by no such reduction shall its capital be 
brought below the amount of its outstanding Circulation 
nor shall any such reduetion be made until the amount of 
the proposed reduction has been reported to the Comp- 
troller of the Currency and his approval thereof obtained, 


Section seventeen provides for examination, 
report of directors, &c. 


Sec. 18. nd be it further enacted, That if, upona care. 
ful examination of the facts so reported, and of any other 
facts which may come to the knowledge of the Comptrol- 
ler, whether by means of a special commission appointed 
by him for the purpose of inquiring into the condition of 
such association or otherwise, it shall appear that such as. 
sociation is lawfully entitled to commence the businessof 
banking, the Comptroller shall give to such associations 
certificate, kc. 


anks of 


ons of 


Two of these sections give a discretion to the 
Comptroller or Secretary which is unlimited, and 
may be exercised so as to prevent the organiza- 
tion of any association not desired by the head of 
the Department. And the other giv..t authority 
to consent to or prevent the reduction of the cap- 
ital. 

Sec. 45. And be it further enacted, That all associations 
under this act, when designated for that purpose by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, shall be depositaries of public 
money, except receipts from customs, under such regula- 
tions as may be prescribed by the Secretary ; and they may 
also be employed as financial agents of the Government, 
and they shall perform all such reasonable duties as de- 
positaries of public moneys and financial agents of the Gov- 
ernment as may be required of them. And the Secretary 
of the Treasury may require of the associations thus desig- 
nated satisfactory security by the deposit of United Staics 
bonds for the safe-keeping and prompt payment of the pub- 
lic money deposited with them, and for the faithful per- 
formance of their duties as financial agenis of the Govern- 
ment. 

Under this provision some can be benefited 
and others punished by the favors which can be 
extended to one and withheld from another, or 
changed from one to another, in the discretion of 
the Secretary. And any amount of deposiis may 
be removed from one locality to another at any 
moment, thereby materially affecting the value of 
stocks and other property in different localities, at 
the mere will and pleasure of the head of the De- 
partment. As the sub-Treasury system !s Not, 
more than the State banks, directly attacked in 
terms by this bill, it may be claimed that there's 
no intention to interfere with it; yet it is difficult 
to understand what is to prevent its being sub- 
stantially abandoned under the provisions referred 
to. It is not my purpose to enter into a discus- 
sion of the merits of that measure. It has been 
tried and approved by the judgment of the coun 
try, and more than once indorsed by the people; 
and no one recently, so far as | know, has ve? 
tured to attack it openly. And it may not be amiss 
ey to say that, in addition to its safety," 
would, if properly continued, prevent the mis 
chievous consequences anticipated from la 
Government deposits with pet banks, and ( 
changes from bank to bank and from place 
place. 


Src. 54. And be it further enacted, That the Comes 
ler of the Curtency, with the approbation of the — "7 
of the Treasury, as often as shall be deemed necessar) 
proper, shall appoint a suitable person or persons 


to make 
an examination of the affairs of cvery banking associallym, 
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son shall not be a director or other officer in 
which pe in whose affairs he shall be appointed to examine, 
Oe all have power to make a thorough examina- 
and wie S© 


yall the affairs of the association, and in doing so 
ato “> any of the officers and agents thereof on oath ; 
wo exams make a full and detailed report of the condition 
and ae ation to the Comptroller. And the association 
ines be subject toany other visitorial powers than such 
‘> authorized by this act, except such as are vested in 
as are aa courts of lawand chancery. And every person 
the — to make such examination shall receive tor his 
appoint tthe rate of five dollars for each day by him em- 
; in suck examination, and two dollars tor every 
p oe five miles he shall neeessarily travel in the perform- 
ada “fis duty, which shall be paid by the association by 
ance ’ 
him examined. . . 

Under this power of examination any one of 
these institutions that happens to incur the dis- 
jeasure of the Departmentcan be brokendown by 
sending persons ** to make an examination of the 
affairs,” &c., which may be ordered by the Comp- 
troller with the approbation of the Secretary, at 
any time; and if one set of persons appointed to 
examine as longas they choose, who must be paid 
day each, and two dollars for every 
twenty-five miles traveled, by the institution un- 
dergoing the examination, and the discredit of 
heing subjected to such examination, and the ex- 
penses atiending it, cannot break down the insti- 
tution the first time trying, it may be repeated ad 
infinitum, until the desired result is accomplished. 
And who can doubt the influence that might be 


ot 
shall not 


of one who chose to use it? 

itseems to have been forgotten, sir, in these 
days of much talk about liberty and continual | 
practiceof Federal usurpation, that this is a Gov- 
ernment of the people; that all the lawful au- 
thority of the governors comes from the consent 
of the governed; in other words, that the power 
proceeds from the people and the States to the 
General Government, instead of going from the 
General Government to the States and the people. 
If this is so, then it follows that all enactments 
reversing this order, or tending to impair the law- 
ful authority of the States within their own sev- 
eral jurisdictions, or to encroach upon the sov- 
ereignty of the people, are anti-democratic, anti- 
republican. 

And while | am for restoring and preserving the 
Union as we received it from our fathers and en- 
joyed it ourselves for many years, at any cost, 
at any sacrifice, short of a surrender of our lib- 
erties and our personal and local rights; and 
while I should have very little hope of liberty in 
a permanent Government of the people without 
the Union, I see no use of and have no desire for 
a Union without liberty; and if we must surren- 
der all our vested rights, and give up that liberty 
which alone made the old Union glorious, in or- 
der to purchase it back, then, I say, the price is 
too great, 

| will not concede, as did my colleague, [Mr. 
Brooxs,) that Massachusetts is supreme, yet I 
know she is mighty in these days; and I appeal 
to her to remember the teachings of her own great 
siaiesman,and not sacrifice liberty even upon the 
silsrof the Union. But give us * liberty and 

non, one and inseparable, now and forever.” 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 understand from what 
said by gentlemen upon the other side of the 
House that they are anxious to have the whole 
swestitute printed. All I have to say is that that 
Wil make a great deal of printing for a very little 
mater. The only difference between the Bilt as 
tmended by the Committee of the Whole and 
iat which is offered as a substitute is, that inthe 
— the rate of interest is restored precisely 
aren gee before and as it was printed in the 
care ill, and the clause in reference to State 
oe ee taxation is inserted in the substi- 
ver ese are the only two items changed by 

Substitute from the bill as it now is. Now, 

gentlemen think it will be sufficient to print 


: *se (Wo amendments, it will save a great deal 
printing, 


Mr. COX, 








eee I would inquire whether the sub- 
ak rs in it the section in reference to the 
Mr renee which was in the original bill? 
meetin, EVENS. It leaves out the sixty-third 
®, which relates to the Bank of Commerce, 


ut contains a provisi i 

Q ! ion which a 

he committee, : a Mod 
The 


_ Mr. COX, 
braceg all banks ? 


Mr. STEVENS. Thi isi 
- he general provision as 
“iopted by the committee ie in the substitute. 


general provision which em- | 
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| or at least it involves the same questions. 


The substitute restores the uniform rate of inter- 
est, and leaves out the clause relating to State and 
municipal taxation of banks. But Ll have no kind 
of objection, if gentlemen desire to have the whole 
substitute printed. 

Mr. BROOKS. We have the bill now printed 
in the form in which it was laid before the House, 
and also in a quarto form. Now, as the type are 
probably standing, it will not cost twenty-five 
dollars to have the substitute printed. We can- 
not act intelligently unless we have the original 
bill and amendments—the amendments in italics 
—and the proposed substitute printed. To the 
original bill there are thirty or forty amendments, 
and we cannot well consider them until they are 
peentes: We have, in fact, trusted the honora- 

le gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoover] 
with the making of this bill, and I have no doubt 
he has made itas he thinks, well, but it is the 
right of the House—as we intend to call the yeas 
and nays—to know upon each separate amend- 
ment what they are voting on. It will be easy 
for the Public Printer to lay this bill, either in this 
form, or in the quarto form, upon our tables to- 
morrow at one o’clock. 

Mr. STEVENS. I have no desire that the 
House shall act in the dark without time to ex- 
amine the matter. I made a suggestion to the 
House in reference to printing the two amend- 
ments contained in the substitute, because that 
would be a little less expensive, but to me it is of 
no importance which course is pursued on any 
other account. After I have moved the previous 
question and it is seconded, the gentleman who 
reported the bill [Mr. Hooper] will have an hour, 
and then [ will move to postpone the bill and allow 
it to go over till to-morrow, and in the mean time 
the substitute can be printed. I do not myself 
intend to occupy much time to-morrow. If the 
substitute which substantially restores the original 
bill shall be adopted, it will bean improvement 
upon the old law as it now stands. It will give 
a uniformity of interest throughout the various 
States, and the question of taxation will be the 
same.as it now is in the original bill. If the sub- 
stitute is adopted the only real amendment except 
those that are mainly verbal will be that of a uni- 
form rate of interest. If, however, the Llouse 
does not desire to have a uniform system, then | 
see no kind of use in pressing this bill further. 
I shall consider the vote cn the substitute as a 
test vote on the bill. 

Mr. COX. I would like to make one sugges- 
tion to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. The 


| members upon this side of the House desire sep- 


arate votes upon two or three of the amendments 
adopted in Committee of the Whole on the state 
ofthe Union. They are in fact contained in the 
substitute of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
Lhope 
that by unanimous consent the gentleman will 
agree to give us a vote by yeas and nays on the 
oropositions about taxation, interest, and the 
ank of Commerce. 

Mr.STEVENS. If I understand the rules of 
the House aright, every gentleman has a right to 
call for a separate vote cn each amendment. 

TheSPEAKER. There can bea separate vote 
on eachamendment. The Chair will state, in or- 
der that the House may not be taken by surprise 
to-morrow, tbat if the substitute is moved to-day, 
and the previous question is sustained upon the 
substitute, and the amendments reported from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


then the previous question cannot be reconsidered | 


until it is exhausted. If the House shall adopt 
a part of the amendments of the Committee of the 
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Whole on the state of the Union and rejecta part, | 


the substitute cannot then be altered. If, on the 


contrary, the previous question is demanded on | 


the amendments alone, it willexhaust itself when 
the amendments are disposed of, and the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania can then move the sub- 
stitute in any shape he sees fit. 

Mr. COX. The vote will first be taken on the 
amendments reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state ef the Union. 

The SPEAKER. Certainly, so as to perfect 
the original bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. [now call the previous ques- 
tion, and I suppose I had better do it only on the 
amendments reported by the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BROOKS. Will the genticman from Penn- 
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sylvania allow mean opportunity to say a word? 
because it is the right and the duty of those of us 
who are opposed to this whole business to explain 
what we are after. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 yield for a moment to the 
gentleman from New York, 

Mr. BROOKS. Our opposition to this measure 
has been manifest. We know that the existing 
law will be the law of the countr 
further legislation takes place. Weare aware of 
that; but if this bill is killed the original system 
will in the end, by the action of this Congress, be 
also killed, save as to the existing banks, What 
we desire is to do away with the $300,000,000 of 
bank currency, and that if the Government de- 
aires more currency it be legal-tender currency; 
in other words, that the currency be made by he 
Governmentand not bythe banks. Thatis what 
we are after. 

Mr.STEVENS. The opposition of gentlemen 
upen the other side of the House is perfectly legit- 
imate. They, of course, were opposed to this 
system from the start, and it is not at all surpris- 
ing that they are opposed toitnow. The gentle- 
men are pursuing a perfectly legitimate and con- 
sistent course in Opposing the measures recom- 
mended by the Administration. 

Mr. HOOPER. I wantto understand the state- 
ment of the gentleman from New York. 1 wish 
to know if he meant to include the circulation of 
the State banks also, and to say that there shall 
be no circulation issued either by these banks or 
by the State banks, and that the whole circulation 
shall be legal tender? 

Mr. BROOKS. I will explain to the gentle- 
man. My theory,and the theory, I suppoge, of 
the gentlemen who are now associated with me, 
is that in this Federal Congress we have nothing 
to do with State banks; that that is a matter for 
State legislation and dependent upon the State 
governments. We are not legislating for the 
What I mean to say is that if the Gov- 
ernment desires more paper money and deemsit 
necessary we prefer it in the form of legal tender 
created by the Government rather than in 4 cur- 
rency created by the banks. 

Mr. HOOPER. What | wish to know isif the 
gentleman intends thatthe State banks shall share 
with the Government the right to furnish this 
circulation? 

Mr. BROOKS. I think I have answered the 
gentleman’s question, 

Mr. STEVENS. I myself would prefer legal 
tender to the circulation of these banks, either 
State or national. I will join with the gentleman 
from New York in a measure of that kind, for the 
issue of what shall take the place of the circulat- 
ing medium of the banks of this country, so as to 
put the legal-tender notes in a better shape and 
make them more beneficial to the Government. I 


unless some 


| should have some little fear that the gentleman 


from New York will not be able to take enough 
of his friends with.him on that side of the House 
to countervail the few gentlemen on this side who 
always think and act for themselves, and we 
should lose them both, Hence it is that | am for 
taking a vote on this first; and now I move the 
previous question on the amendments’ reported 
from the Seamnines of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. COX. I move that the bill and amend- 
ments, with the substitute of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srevens,] be printed. 

Mr. STEVENS. The substitute is not before 
the House, but if there be no améndment it can 
be ordered to be printed. 

There was no objection; and the bill and amend- 
ments as reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, together with 
Mr. Srevens’s substitute, were ordered to be 
printed. , 

The SPEAKER. The substitute is received 
for the purpose of being printed, and also to be 
voted on as one of the amendments; but the pre- 
vious question will be exhausted before the third 
reading of the bill is reached; and then if the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania desires to amend it he 
can do so. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
four o’clock, p. m.) the House adjourned. 


Il move that the House 
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IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, “April 6, 1864. 

Pray r by Rev. J. J. Marke. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIV# COMMUNICATION, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
present a communication from the Secretary of 
the Interior. The Chair will also state that the 
communication was received yesterday, but not 
in season to present to the Senate without an in- 
terruption of the ordinary business. 

The communication was read, as follows: 

DeraRTMENT Or THE INTERIOR, 
Wasuincron, April 5, 1864. 

Sin: I have the honor to inform the Senate, in reply to 
their resolution of this date, that | am not aware, nor have 
l any reason to believe, that since the passage of a law 
creating the office of warden of the jail in the District of 
Columbia, there has been any negiect or refusal of the mar- 
shal of the District to execute the laws of the District or 
judgments of the court; but, on the contrary, Lam appre 
hensive that his continuing, since the passage of said act, 
to detwin persons in the jail may be regarded as being with- 
out sufficicut authority of law. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
eervant, J. P. USHER, 

Secretary of the Interior. 
Hon Hamuin, President of the Senate. 


Mr. HALE. Let it lie on the table. 
It was so ordered. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. WILKINSON presented nine petitiqns of 
citizens of Minnesota, praying for the amendment 
of the actof Congress granting lands to that State 
to aid in the construction of railroads, so as to 
allow the Wuilding of a road from Winona, via 
St.’ Peter or Mankato, to the Big Sioux river, 
south of the forty-filth paraficl of north latitude; 
which were referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

RESOLUTIONS FROM CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. CONNESS. I hold in my hand, sir, for 
resentation, concurrent resolutions of ihe Leéegis- 
Mone of the State of California. They are some- 
whatremarkable, Mr. President, incharacter, and 
I shall be pardoned for saying a very few words 
upon their tntroduction, 

These resolutions relate to the condition of the 
country, and give expression to the position of 
the people of California upon that great subject. 
They come, too, smgularly, or with remarkable 
coincidence, at a ime when this body is engaged 
in the consideration of a subject of the greatest 
importance that was ever considered by a delib- 
erative body. I mean the amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States providing for the 


TIANNIBAT 


expurgation from our political system of the poi- 


son that has infected it, providing for the abolition 
of slavery. 

These resolutions, | say, come at this time as 
if by a remarkable coincidence, as if prepared by 
the Almighty hand. ‘They come from the farth- 
est-off State in the Union. They come from a 
State that but recently was represented, at least 
in this body, by halting opinions upon the great 
national question. They express no mixed opin- 
ions, but are in accord with the progress of the 
time and theage we live in, I need not say, sir, that 
they will be a sufficient expression of my scnu- 
ments upon the great question before this body— 
I mean the amendment of the national Constitu- 
tion—and I indorse the sentiments and opinions 
they contain. ‘1 now present them, and ask that 
they be read, and ordered to be printed. 

The Secretary read the resolutions, as follows: 


Assembly Concurrent Resolutions, No. 13. 
Resolved by the Assembly, (the Senate concurring,) 1. 
That the people of the State of California are uncompro 
misingty loyal; and that we repudiate the political heresy 


of State supremacy when brougiit in conflict with Federal | 
authority, holding that ench has its propersphere ; butthat | 


ip all national affairs the Coustitution, and ake laws of the 
United States made in pursuance thereof, are the supreme 
law of the land, and which no State, either by legisiation, 
Judicial decision, or otherwise, can disobey, controvert, or 
evade, without violating this great fundamental priacipic 
of our Government, for the maintenance of which the peo- 


ple ofthis Stute are prepared to die rather than surrender, | 


2. That the rebellion ts a war of the southern stave-own 
jag aristocracy against the democracy of the nation, and is 
a blow struck agninst all (ree government, 


3. That we indorse all the measures of the Adminisira- | 


tion adopted for the purpose of subduing the present most 
Wicked rebellion ; and, first, we indorse the abotition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia; second, we indorse 
the act making tree from slavery all terntory belonging to 
the United states; third, we iudorse the confiscation act; 
tourth, we indorse the conscription law ; fifth, we indofse 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


dpree the enlistment of negro soldiers to fight in our na- 
tional armies; seventh, we inderse the noble stand taken 


hy President Lincoln, that ali who wear the unitorm of the | 


Union shall reecive the same protection ; eighth, we indorse 
the financial policy of the Government and the legal-tender 


| law as the great administrative measures for successfully 


carrying on the wer against the rebellion, and which we 
pledge ourselves to defend and uphold ; ninth, we indorse 
the policy of establishing military governments in the re- 
volted Stites, as necessary to enable the President to see 


that the laws therein are faithfully executed; tenth, we | 


indorse the act admitting Western Virginia into the Union. 

4. ‘That we indorse the proclamation by the President of 
the United States of January 1, 1863, declaring the slaves 
in all the territory which it covers forever free ; and we hold 
that its operation is not contingent upon the occupation of 


any territory by the national arms, but thatit is self acting, | 
|| and givesto each slaveatull and complete legal title to free - 


dom, and we will never consent that they shall, for any 
purpose or for any end. be returned to their former condi- 


| tion of bondage; but we pledge ourselves to stand by and 


support President Lincoin in his noble determination to 
maintain the plighted faith of the nation inviolate, as ex - 
pressed in his last message, when he eays, “I shall not 


| attempt to retract or modify the emancipation proclamation, 


nor shall [ return to slavery any person who is free by the 
terins of the proclamation, or by any act of Congress.”? 


5. That we indorse the plan of reconstructionas set forth | 


in the proclamation of the President, and appended to his 
last message ; first, because it establishes in the rebellious 


States now under the national flac, or that may come under |! 3,5, . : : 
oe | Joint resolution would be able to reach the P 


it, a rallying point for the organization of all loyal men ; 


| second, because it guards aud protects the emancipated 


slave against the possibility of reénslavement; third, be- 
cause it will enable the United States to practically guar- 
anty to every State to which it applies arepublican form of 
government, and to protect each of them againstinvasion ; 
fourth, because it points out a mode by which the deluded 
masses of the rebellious States may return to their alle 

giance with the restoration of all their rights. while it re- 
serves the right to punish the guilty instigators and leaders 
of the rebellion for the great crime they have committed ; 


fifth, because it provides for the support and protection of | 


the freedmen of the rebellious territory as a condition pre 


cedent for pardon and the restoration of forfeited rights; | 


sixth, because it presents a mode by which the national 
authority over every loyal State government may be estab- 
lished, and the State thus restored to its place in tbe Union ; 
and seventh, because it precludes the possibility ofany peace 
which shaliacknowledge the existence or establishment of 


| slavery in any part of the rebellious territories covered by 


the emancination preclamation, 

6. That the proposition of the copperhead members of 
Congress to send commissioners to Richmond to sue for 
peace from armed traitors, should consign their names to 
eternal infamy; and he who would treat with armed treason 


| is himself a traitor, aud deserves a traitor’s punishment. 


California will accept no peace which is not based upon an 
unconditional surrender. 
7. That we indorse their construction of the confisca- 


| tion law which has for its object the unconditional forteit- 


ure of the property of the rebels; and our Senators are 


| hereby instructed and our Representatives in Congress re- 


quested to urge its adoption. 

8. That we tender our gailant Army and Navy, officers 
and men, the heartfelt thanks of the loyal people of the 
loyal State of California for their glorious achievements, 
for the renown which they have given to the American 
name; and we guaranty to them that while they are fight- 
ing our battles, traitors at home shall not be permitted to 
deprive thei of the least of their civil rights. 

i" That the President’s proclamation of pardon, as ap- 


| pended to his message, is limited to the people of the re- 


beliious States, as therein specified, and has no applica- 


| tion either to prisoners of war, or to persons who have been 
| tried, convicted, and sentenced by the courts of the country. | 


10. That the barbarous treatment of Union prisoners by 
the rebels is withont aparallel inthe annals of civilization, 
and should bring down upon them the execrations of the 
whole civilized worid; and we hail with delight the recent 
action of the Government in placing the whole phalanx of 
rebel prisoners under the jurisdiction of General Butler, 
that great rebel-tamer, and we earnestly invoke such asys 
tem of retaliation as wil! force the barbarism of slavery to 
yield to the humane rules of civilized wartare. 

11. Thatin Abrahain Lincoln, President of the United 
States, we recognize purity of life, singleness of purpose, 
the far®seeing, conscientious statesman, the unconmipromis- 
ing, unsullicd patriot, the aim of whose life is the preser- 
vation of the Union and the restoration of peace upon the 
immutable and cternal foundations of freedom, aud {ree- 
dom only; that to his wisdom, sleepless watch{ulness, un- 
selfish patriotism, prompt action, and determined will to 
pursue the right andabandon the wrong, the people of these 
United States are indebted for the proud position which 
they this day occupy on the great map of nations; that 
when we consider the fiery ordeal through which this man 
of the people has passed unscathed and untainted, it is not 
strange that public confidence in him should remain un- 
shaken; and that while we revere and honor other noble 
patriots who have performed so well their several parts in 
this great drama, the people still look to Abraham Lincoln 
as the instrament selected by Providence to lend their 
country in safety through all its perils, aud restore it again 
ta.a peace in which no element of discord shall be found, 
and that we do most heartily favor his reélection. 

12. Resolved, That his Excellency, the Governor, be re- 
quested to transmit copies of thes®resolutions to the Pres- 


ident of the United States, and to cach of our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress. 


‘The resolutions were laid ov the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM TIE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 


by Mr. McPwerson, its Clerk, announced that 


|| lief of George W. M 


1} 
| it will be remembered that in the enro 
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April 6 
the House had passed a bill (No. 339) ——— : 


urray; In which tt 
! 1e CoO 
rence of the Senate was requested, " 


TRANSFERS FROM THE ARMY TO TUE Nay, 
Mr. GRIM ES asked, and by Unanimous 


sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (s v 
218) to repeal a joint resolution peat iS. A 
which was read twice by its title, ned, 

Mr. GRIMES. 1 ask the indulvenre 
Senate while I state in one word the 
the bill which I have introduced, ¢ 


Ncur. 


of +} 
the Purp 


20d they 


ee of 


‘ - , j any 
Senator thinks it ought to be referred tog comm, 
tee for further consideration, I shal! interpose 

erpose | 


objection; but I think it is very important ; 
be passed immediately, and I think there oy ' 
a perfect comprehension of the subject dete 
tended to be embraced in it, without; fer 


ve 
ills 
any refere; 


; HIMeAt by 
there are five sections that relate to the transfer of 


scamen from the Army tothe Navy, whic! 
l believe, by the unanimous vote of bot 
During the pendency of that bill, and before ik wes 
passed, a joint resolution was passed by Coneres 

on the same general subject, supposing that 4) 


1 PASse . 


th DOGjes 


’ 
nat ty 


resi. 


dent, and be approved before the enrollment 
| could reach him. They were both, in fact. «: 
proved on the same day; but the juintresol 
In some respects, conflicts with the enrollmen: 
and prevents its being carried into execution, : 
result of which has been that not one » omen ine 


y Ap- 


been transferred from the Army tothe Navy, The 


purpose now is merely to repeal that joint resol, 
tion, and let the whole matter stand upon the law 


| as embraced within the enrollment bill, to whic 


I] think there-can be no objection on the part of 
any one. 

Mr. HALE. I do not know exactly whatthe 
object sought to be attained by this bill is; bur | 
want now simply to make a statement in regard 
to this subjectof procuring seamen. Tiere does 
| not seem to be an entire uniformity of opinionat 
| the Navy Department upon the subject. | was 

at the Department not many day $ ago, and th 
Secretary made to me substantially the same stat 
ment which he afterwards made ina letter ad- 
dressed to you, sir, as the President of the body 
The next day—and all this occurred within t 
days past—as I was coming up to the Capitol, | 
| meta couple of gentlemen, members of the other 
House, one of whom I supposed to be upon the 
Naval Committee, but it turns out that he was 
upon the Ways and Means Committee, a mem- 
ber from the State of Iowa; and | mentioned to 
him this difficulty of the Secretary and expressed 
a wish that some speedy action might be taken 
by Congress in order to supply this deficiency 
This was Hon. Mr. Kasson. Mr. Kasson re- 
marked to me that he had within a day or two 
received an application from the Siate of lowa tor 
permission to open a naval rendezvous in Lowa, 
and that he thought there might bea considerable 
number of sailors recruited there; that he sent tt 
to the Navy Department, and it was referred to 
the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting—I be- 
lieve that is the name of the bureau—of which a 
Mr. Smith at present is the chief ad mlerim; and 
that Mr. Smith, as chief of the Bureau of Recruit- 
ing and Equipment, had written back word to h = 
declining togive any such authority and express: 
ing the opinion that the Deparinient would have 
sailors enough under the recent enactment o! 
Congress, 

I confess it was a matter of a good deal of sure 
prise to me to learn that such a letier had been 
received by Mr. Kasson, and I addressed a now 
to the Secretary of the Navy asking for 4 copy 

of the correspondence. I received ananswerti® 
the letter of Mr. Kasson making the application 
had been returned to him, and they liad not got 
it; but the answer of the chief of the Bureau ot 
Equipmentand Reeruiting was sent, and was si 
stantially what I have now stated itt sedoeor et 
ing to make any appointmentof a rend: zvous fot 
recruiting sailors in the West, and expressing" 

opinion that under the existing legislation they 

would have sailors enough. i 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foot © 
the chair.) 1s there any objection to the present 

| consideration of this bill? The Senator 
lowa having inivoduced it has asked eek 

| consent for is present consideration. lt onge 
| jection be interposed, it is before the Senate * 
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‘ omnnnitiee Of the Whole, and open to amehd- || where the company would be reduced below a | 


mule HALE. ~ I object to its consideration this 
: Mt "GRIMES. I hope the Senator will with- 
as : jis objection until I make a statement. 
Mr. HALE. Certainly. ; : ash 
My GRIMES. Anerroneousimpression might 
chaps be created by the remarks of the Senator 
froth New Hampshire without some explanation, 


THE CO 
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|| certain number. 


Mye vogeue in the House of Representatives like- 
My corleas 


told me that he had made ay application to 
have a naval rendezvous opened at Des Moines, 
sr ital of my State, one hundred and fifty 
vc wn the interior, Where not only there are no 


wise 


“ ors but there are not even boatmen. They 
mizht obtain dandsmen by opening a recruiting 
wsion there; but I do not suppose twenty sailors 
soyld be obtained in the whole State of Lowa. 


That is not the want of the Navy Department; 
it ig not a transfer of landsmen that is authorized 


be either the enroliment law or the joint resolu- | 


tion: it is the transfer of seamen and ordinary 
seamen, technical terms that apply to men who 
have been in the naval service or who have been 
mariners heretofore, and who have reached a cer- 
tain degree of proficiency. 

The application of my colleague to have a re- 


cruiting office opened there, and the denial of | 


Commander Smith who is in charge of the Bureau 
of Equipment and Recruiting, only applied, there- 
‘fore, to the subject of procuring landsmen, for 
novody supposed they could getany sailors there. 


Mr. GRIMES. I know it. 
Mr. CONNESS. Those orders are the law. 
They cannot rescind the law by an order, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I have seen an order pub- 


| lished rescinding the old orders. 


- Mr.GRIMES., I have that order here in my 


hand now, butit is in exact conflict with the law; 


| sition to that act. 


and I do not think we ought to call on the Pro- 
vost Marshal General to interfere with or set aside 
a law of Congress. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. By no means. I do not 


think he has any right to issue such an order, if 


| that is so. 


Mr. GRIMES. 


I want to clear this thing up. 
Mr. CONNESS. Mr. President, I introduced 


| the joint.resolution which it 1s now proposed to 


repeal. 


to the Navy. A greatdeal of work preceded the 
introduction of that resolution, It was difficult 


to get the War Department to agree upon any | 
terms to the transfer of sailors in the Army to the 
naval service. 


Departments. [ stated, when the resolution was 
introduced, that it was the joint product of the 
heads of those Departments. It contained the 


|| provision described by the Senator from lowa, 
| Namely: that no transfer should be made which 
should reduce the company or regiment below its 


Mr. WILSON. How many sailors are wanted? | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection has 
heen made to the present consideration of this 
joint resolution.- 

Mr.GRIMES. 1 understand from my friend 
who sitsat my side {Mr. Foster] that the Senator 
from New Hampshire has no right to ones to 
the consideration of this resolution, after having 
gone on and debated it; but I shall not raise that 
question. The gentleman is charged with the con- 
duct of nava’ affairs by the Senate, and if he 
chooses to put the bill over, the responsibility is 

nhim, 

The PRESIDING OF FICER. The debate 
having proceeded so long without objection, the 
Chair must, if that point is raised, hold that the 
right to object was waived by the protracted de- 
bate which has taken place, and the billis before 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, and 
open to amendment. 

Mr.GRIMES. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts asked me what is the number of sailors that 
will be required. 1 understand that they will re- 
quire about twelve thousand sailors; that there are 
now nearly forty vessels which are entirely pre- 
pared for sea and only waiting for their crews, and 
there are several thousand applications from men 
the Army who desire to be transferred to the 
Navy. The Vice President informed me to-da 
of some neighbors of his who have made appli- 
cation within a day or two to him to be trans- 
ferred, I had a letter a day or two ago from a 
gentleman who is going out in command of the 
‘foquois, in which he said that a man who had 

‘en for twenty-one years a seaman in men-of- 
War was now ina New York cavalry regiment in 
the city of Baltimore, utterly disqualified for the 
performance of the duties of a cavalry soldier, 
but well qualified for duties on board a man-of- 
War. One of Farragut’s gunner’s mates, who 
hee eee at the taking of New Or- 
teplind te * in that cavalry regiment, and has 

__ 60 be transferred and wants to go on the 
Toquois, But as it now stands we cannot get 


them transferred for two reasons: first, the joint 
Po pn declares 

erre so aut 

red if it will reduce the complementof the com- 


Pany or the regiment below its regular comple- 
= at; and second, 
mane refund to the War Department the 
wan : ounty that may have been received 
: “tom who seeks to be transferred, and 

which ary of the Navy has no fund from 
‘hatmoney can be paid. The whole thing 


18 provi led f . . . 
PYOvided for in the enroll 
eal para ment law satisfactorily 


vi 2 RUMBULL. The Senator from Iowa 


aa a me to suggest that I have read in the 
toe 4 pers within a day or two what purported 
an order from the W 


ing 
> Previous orders that prevented the transfer 


that no man shall be trans- | 


it requires that the Secretary of | 


ar Department rescind- | 








| consideration. 


| pose. 


complement; and up to this time it has been en- 
tirely ineffective in obtaining men for the Navy. 
There are now not less than thirty ships waiting 


| men, and | cannot conceive why there should be 
any objection to the repeal of that resolution, | 
The needs of the | 
nation for seamen are great, very much greater | 
| than for soldiers, 


which stands in the way of it. 


The men desire to be trans- 
ferred; and I believe all parties now agree that it 
should be done without delay. I hope this bill 
may be allowed to pass. 

Mr. HALE. In justice to myself 1 desire to 
say a single word. 

When this bill was introduced I objected to its 
The Senator from lowa asked me 
to withdraw it to enable him to make an expla- 


| nation, which I did, and then it was decided that 


it was too late for me to make the objection. That 
is the way itstands. I presume that is the strict 
enforcement of the rule, but itis different from 
what I had understood it to be, 

In regard to this matter, let me say that I think 
ordinarily the most correct mode for the Depart- 
ment would be to make their wishes known 
through the regular channels of communication; 
but if they see fit to adopt a different course it is 
not forme to find fault. The resolution now pro- 
posed to be repealed, 1 believe, was passed with- 
out being referred to the Naval Committee, and I 


| do not know that it was referred to any committee. 


Mr. CONNESS. Notatall. 

Mr.HALE. When 1 saw thiscommunication 
of the Secretary, made to the Vice President, I 
called upon the Secretary at that time, although 
it was not madeto the Naval Committee. We 
had previously received a communication from 
the Secretary of the Navy, in which he informed 


us that there was a pending amendment in the | 


House that he thought would auswer all the pur- 


upon the Secretary, and I told him, if there was 
any commuuication, or any suggestion, or any 
measure he wanted, if he would communicate it, 
he should have my ready and earnest codperation 


| in producing the legislation which he desired to | 


effect this purpose. He expressed himself unable 
then to say what he did want. It was on that 
day or the next, on coming to the Capitol, that 
L had the conversation that has been referred io 
with Hon. Mr. Kasson, The letter from Mr. 
Smith, which I now have in my hands, is as fol- 
lows: 


Navy DerarTMeEsT, 
Boreacd or Equipment anv Recrvitine, 
Wasurnoaton, D. C., March 23, 1864. 
Srr: Tn reply to the inclosed letter from Mr. Jacks, Lam 
directed to say that the Navy does not commission any per- 
son to obtain recruits. 
It is expected that under the enrollment act recently 
passed enough men will be obtained to man our vessels. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. N. SMITH, 
Chief of Bureau, ad interim. 
Hon, J. A. Kasson, House of Representatives. 


I understand it to be in oppo- | 


I did it to facilitate the transfer of sailors | 


Wheu this letter was published I called | 
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Mr. CONNESS, Will the Senator permit me 


to say one word? 
Mr. HALE. Certainly. 
Mr. CONNESS. That js precisely the opinion 








of the Department, that under the enrollmentact 


=o 


i 











| mittee on Naval Affairs, 


they can obtain the men; but the joint resolution 
now proposed to be repealed by the Senator from 
fowa stands in the way of the enrollment act, and 
the repeal of that joint resoluion entirely coin- 
cides with the opimon of all parties that then they 
will be enabled to obtain the number of men re- 
quired, 

1 may be permitted to say, with the permission 


| of thé Senator, that it is to be regretted if there 


is not an entire accordance between the Commit- 


, tee on Naval Affairs and the Department. i will 


say no more on that point; but the public service 
ought not to suffer-as it really is suffering at the 
present time. 

Again, with the liberality of the Senator, I might 
state here very properly that but one vessel has 
yet been sent to the Pacific, and none can be sent 
there, where they are demanded, where there is 


tot | an urgent need for them, for the want of men. 
I succeeded finally in bringing | 


about aconference between the Secretaries of those | 


Mr. HALE. 


All I can say is, that if there is 


| any want of concurrence in action between the 


committee and the Department, itis not my fault. 


| I called on the Secretary before | saw this com- 
| munication and expressed to him my fullconeur- 


rence in any measure he would recommend and 
my desire to do anything he wanted. In pursu- 
ance of that feeling 1 had this conversation with 


| these two members of the House of Representa- 


tives as they were coming to the Capitol, and I 
was assured by them, to my utter astonishment, 
that the chiefof the Bureau of Equipment and Re- 
cruiting had said that under the enrollment act 
recently passed enough men would be obtained 
to man our vessels, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 


It is very manifest from 


| the discussion which has taken place here this 


morning that we have involved ourselves and the 
public service in difficulty by the passage of hasty 
resolutions here which have not had the consid- 
eration of any committee of this body. The Sen- 
ator from California comes in here this morning 
and tells us that he gota resolution passed which 
it seems never went to any committee at all, and 
now he asks to have it repealed because it stands 
in the way of accomplishing the object which it 
is desired to accomplish. 1 think it should be a 


| warning to us to avoid this hasty and inconsid- 


erate legislation, and to refer all these measures 
to their appropriate committees. I move thatthe 
proposition now pending be referred to the Com- 
Let us act understand- 
ingly; not introduce a resolution and pass it one 
day and then come _in another day to repeal it be- 
cause it is in the way of accomplishing the very 
object which it is desired to accomplish. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. [agree with the Senator 
as to the propriety of the reference of bills in nearly 
all cases; but here when the Senator who intre- 
duced the joint resolation proposed to be repealed, 
and who is perfectly familiar with it, says that it 
has entirely failed to accomplish the purposes 
which he designed; and not only that but it stands 


|| in the way of legislation which has been carefully 
perpeans and agreed upon; that itis only a stum- 


ling block, and that is the opinion of the Navy 
Department and the Senator from lowa wha has 
introduced this bill, it strikes me there is no great 
danger in repealing the resolution, because it 
leaves the law to stand as it was designed to stand. 
I should not have interposed a word had I not 


| been aware of this difficulty that has existed with 


reference to the transfer of men to the Navy, owing 
to this joint resolution, and that it was really in 


| the way of legislation which was thoughtfully 


and deliberately provided in order to accomplish 
the great purpose, and were | notalso aware fur- 
ther of the extreme necessity, the very pressing 
necessity, thatexists for immediate action in that 

articular in order to get our vessels to sen. What 
So been said by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire is perfectly consistent with that state of the 
case. Mr. Smith says simply that he objects to 
establishing a recruititig office up in the interior 
of Lowa, and he says it 1s expected that they will 
be able to obtain all the men needed under this 
enrollment act. He does not refer to this joint 
resolution, and he undoubtedly was not at the 
time aware of the effect of the joint resolution, 
and therefore expected, as everybody clse did, 
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and what everybody concedes will undoubted! 


accomplish all the purposes which “you t 
to accomplish. 

I therefore suggest to my friend from Illinois 
whether it is not best, under the circumstances, 
or whether it would not be quite safe to let this bill 
pass at once, because the worst that can happen is 
to take out of the way a resolution which all who 
were connected with its passage admit has entirely 
failed to accomplish the purpose designed, and 
leave the deliberate legislation of Congress on that 
point to its expected results and effects. J think 
we had better act upon it now. 

Mr. HOWARD. I do not think that the pub- 
lic service will suffer by the shortdelay that may 
intervene between its reference and the report of 
the committee. It is a matter manifestly of great 
importance; and the Committee on Naval Affairs 
appedrs to be the appropriate committee to have 
it under consideration. I hope, therefore, ‘the 
motion to refer will prevail, and that the commit- 
tee will report upon it at an early day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That’ motion 
takes priority. ‘Phe question is on réfetring the 
bill to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CONNESS. I regret'to expréss any ‘wish 
in opposition to the desite of the Senator from 
Iiiinois; but I really cannot see’any purpose or 
result but delay and injury ‘to the public service 
by referring this bill now. I ‘shall say no more. 
I hope it will not be referred. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 am a Tittle’sarprised at 
the Senator from California, and the course he 
takes in this matter. He states that he ¢ame in 
here with a joint resolution, the joint product of 
the War ond Navy Departments, and at his in- 
stance, without any feference to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, he got that resolution passed 
—just the thing they wanted. ‘Now, sir, we had 
that kind of legislation onee. If that’resolution 
had been referred, as it ought'to have been, ‘we 
should not be in this difficulty. I have no doubt 
the Senator from California supposed when he 
was urging the passage of ‘the joint resolution 
which he now seeks to repeal, that he Was ren- 
dering the best service he could to the country. 
He thought that joint resolution was the ver 
thing necessary. He made us‘all believe so. He 
got it through this body, and through Congress, 
without any reference at all. Now, as it is the 
case with all of us, he finds hewas mistaken. He 
thinks now that he is exactly right; that if we re- 
peal it, it will all come right. I hope he‘is cor- 
rect, and that he will now ‘accomplish the object 
he desires by repealing that joint resolution, and 
that it was a mistake and nothing but a mistake 
when he got us to pass it the other day. 

Sut having been mistaken once in regard to it, 
itis barely possible that he may not be correct 
now. This is no way for us to (opistete. If we 
have a Committee on Naval Affairs, and meas- 
ures of this kind are brought in here, we ought 
to refer them to that committee. The matter may 
be reported back as soon as possible. I donot 
wish to delay itaday. I would not delay ita 
moment, and am as anxious to promote the pub- 
lic service in this respect as the & 


enator from Cal- 
ifornta or any one else; but [ think we shall pro- 


esigned 


mote it best by doing business in the regular and 
ordinary way; and therefore-t must insist onmy 
motion to refer this bill to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CONNESS. The effect of the Senator's 
last remarks, as well as the evident purpose of 
them, was not so much to canse the reference of 
this subject now as to prove me inconsistent, 
hasty, and inconclusive in my attempt at legisla- 
tion. I think the Senator, were he in my place, 
conceding him all the distinguished ability that I 
do, could not at that time eve done any better 
than I did; and I do not think that I deserve the 
strictures of the Senator this morning. 

What were the facts then? The enrollment 
bill was hanging between the two Houses. Other 
questions were pressing upon Congress. There 
was no certainty of getting a vote upon that bill 
within a reasonable time. The State that I in 
part represent here stood naked and exposed to 
any hostile ship that might come upon that coast. 
The Navy Department had waiting at Hampton 
Roads a splendid new ship to send there wanting 
her complement by sixty men, and those sixty | 
iaen could not be obtained by spéviat requisitions | 
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y | that had been sent to all the cities on the Atlantic 
be the case, that under the enrollment act yor will || 


seaboard by the Navy Department. The War 
Department, up to that period of time, would not 
agree that any legislation should be had to trans- 
fer seamen found in the military service to the 
Navy. It was by my importunities perhaps en- 
tirely.shat they agreed to the form of legislation 
contained in the joint resolution, eee that 
such a transfer might be obtained and made upon 
the rene the Navy to the War Departinent 
of the bounty that the sailors had received when 
they had enlisted, and provided additionally that 
the said transfer should not reduce the number 
of men requisite to form the regular complement 
of a company or regiment in the service, 

These were the best terms that I could obtain 
at that tifne; and in view of the position that the 
enrollment bill ocoupied between the two Houses 
of Congress ‘and the quéstions that were involved 
in it, whether we should conscript and draft negro 
slaves in the States or not, I felt it to be my prime 
duty tonim atthe peat and obtainment of such 
legislation as could be obtained ‘at that time to 
facilitate the transfer of men from the Army to 
the Navy. TI appeal to the Senator and ask him 
‘whether [acted in the dark, whether I acted in- 
considerately, or whether I did not act as care- 
fully as he could have acted under the saime cir- 
cumstances? 

I make this response to the Senator because the 
burden of his rematks Was to ‘show the Senate 
that I am inconsiderate, or Was on that occasion, 
in my action and legislation. And now thata 
général principle shall be carried out, when itis 
clear to the mind of every Senator that there is 
nothing to be gained by the reference, the Sena- 
tor demands that the usual course in legislation 
be pursued, and that this subject be referred, when 
you have thirty ships lying idle and the enemy’s 
véssels—I mean the blockade runnérs—are going 
in daily’and nightly to Wilmington, You have 
thirty ships lying at your Wharves for the want 
of men. It is plainly stated by all parties that 
the conditions imposed by the War Department 
in that joint resolution which passed Congréss 
now stand inthe way, and they are willing to 
give wey and allow the more liberal'and proper 
legisiation found in the enrollment bill to have 
force arid effect. 

Now, I ask Senators whether ‘they are going 
simply to follow **red tape’’ far'ehough to sen 
this subject toacommittee when there is no earthly 
need of it, and the committee in the performante 
of their duty can but report it back and recom- 
mend its passage. Personally, it matters Se 
to me what course the Senate may take in regar 
to this question beyond the deep interest that I 
feel as a Senator and a citizen that this useful 
and necessary work be done, and done at once. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, I have no disposition cer- 
tainly to showany inconsistency of the Senator. 
I merely used the case that was before us as the 
best illustration I could think of to show the im- 
propriety of this species of legislation. The Sen- 
ator from California is not responsible for it alto- 
gether. I understand him to say that this was 
the joint production of the War and Navy De- 
partments, The heads of the Departments ap- 
proved it. 

Mr. CONNESS. And the best result that 
could then be obtained. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then it would Seem that 
so far as he is concerned he took all the pains he 
could; but I think it would have been much bet- 
ter if he had referred that joint resolution to the 
appropriate committee. I do not know that I 
understand the Senator exactly. He speaks of 
the enrollment bill as hanging between the two 
Hoases, and that this joint resolution was brought 
in at a time when the enrollment bill had not been 
passed, and it was not known whether it would be 
yassed, and it was the best that then could be done. 
if the enrollment bill passed subsequently to the 
joint resolution, as a matter of course the joint 
resolution igs notin the way ofit. Thejoint resolu- 
tion having passed before the enrollment bill, there 
ig no occasion to repeal it because of its interference 
with the enrollment bill. 

Mr. CONNESS. That is a question with the 
Departments. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. There can be no question 
about the construction, that the last law on any 
subject repeals and prevails over all former laws 
and joint resolutions that arc icofsistent with it. 


| was not passed before. 





= __—Aprilt 
day. GRIMES. They were approved thes 
ir. TRUMBULL. If they were ADT 


sameday, then it appears that the TOVEd the 


joint TCBOlution 


Mr.GRIMES. Allow me to BAY One word 
When the Senator from California broug} oa 
resolution, he stated to the Senate hea 
a em POKAry purpose, that the steamer W a 
was then lying at Old Point Comfort on he.” 
to California, and lacked sixty men toc °t Way 

| her complement. He had the idea that he wPuele 

ass that resolution that afternoon erent - 
ouses of Congress,ashe told me, andas| 
he told the Senate, and that with the aid 

resolution they would be able to . 

complement of that ship. ; 

r. CONNESS. And she has gone 

_Mr.GRIMES, Expecting that the enroligen 
bill would stand as the permanent law of the mr 
he had the joint resolution passed asa tem ian 
measure. Now, all that is asked is to opal he 
joint resolution, which was only introduced and 
assed to accomplish a temporary purpose ~ 
fet the enrollment law stand. see 
Mr. TRUMBULL. That may be very prope 
and the Senator from Iowa has examined itand 
thinks itis. I have very great confidence in his 
opinion about it. The Senator from California 
has examined it, and he thinks that is all that ie 
necessary; but they both assume that the reg, of 
us know just as much about it as they do, Tha: 
is notso. I confess that I do not know much 
about it. I have confidence in their statements jy 
regard to it, but I should be much better satisfed 
and I think the Senate would he better satisfied, 
to have a proposition of this kind go to the ap. 
propriate committee; and I submit to those gen. 
tlemen, is it not proper that it should go there) 

I cannot understand why it is not. 1 know not 
why we have a Naval Committee if the matters 

appropriate for that committee are not to go be 

fore it, It does seem to me that it is appropriate 
and proper that it should go there, and | think 
we had best not set such an example as to legis- 
late upon a bill of this kind, introduced and passed 
in the morning hour, withdut the consideration of 
any committee at all; not but that it may be right 
in this instance; but if the Senator from lows 
does it to-day I may do it to-morrow upon some 
other question, and another Senator the nextday 
upon some other. The precedent is a bad one. 

It will oceasion no ooameiioaiete delay to let the 
bill go to the committee and be reported back, and 

the only reason that I referred to the action in 
regard to the other joint resolution was as an ex- 

ample to show the impropriety of this species of 
legislation, and not to make any point upon the 

Senator from California, whose patriotism | know 

and appreciate as much as any one, and whose 

earnest desire to serve the country is manilest 
upon all occasions where it is proper for him to 
speak. I only wish that business may be done 
in the appropriate manner, and that the proper 
business for our committees may go to the appro- 
riate committees. aM 
Mr. GRIMES. When LJ introduced this bill 
this morning I stated that if there was any ob 
jection to its immediate consideration | would not 
press the bill at this time. There was no objec 
tion. The Senator from New Hampshire says 
that he objected, but nobody heard him wnti alter 
he had made a speech on the subject of the bl 

I then inferred that the bill was to be taken m0 

consideration, I concur fully with the opinion of 

the Senator from Illinois that bills ought to be 
referred to committees, and | should have been 
erfectly content to let this bill be referred if it 

(rad not been understood that we were to ¢? 0# 

with the consideration of it, although there 1s 0° 

particular reason why this should be referred : 

this time, for it only repeals a joint resolution th , 

was acknowledged to be a temporary law \0 % 

complish a particular purpose, and let the oe 
law on the same subject stand, that law ae 
has been thoroughly digested and fully une 
stood by everybody. hack 
Mr. TRUMBULL. It can be reported bee 
and come up in the morning. | i 
Mr. GRIMES. I am not certain of tliat. 
have had several! bills referred to the to 
mittee which are slumbering there, and do oe 

know how long they will remain there. T bey a 

been neither reported favorably nor adverse|p 
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Before the question of reference 
as there has been an imputation made 
5 ps committee, | want simply in justice to 
vif t ay thatif the Senator from Iowa thinks 
se catered from not haying bills that he has 
ar e committee attended to, it would 
heen better if he had attended a single meet- 
war" che committee himself, and not confine his 
ne arze of dyty to finding fault here on the floor 
ve he Senate with what the committee do when 
Ot pot favored them with his presence once. 
Mr.GRIMES. Asto my attention to the com- 
that is a personal matter of which the 
Sie from New Hampshire has no jurisdic- 
St I choose to serve on that committee, it 
vy matter that pertains to my own considera- 
she. ‘I¢} do not, | am not aware that the Sena- 
a som New Hampshire has anything to do 


"Mr. HALE. 


— 


2 referred to th 


non 


have only to say that on the 14th of Decem- 


ber last I introduced a bill in relation to this sub- 
vet of transferring seamen, and it contained a 
vision allowing all the towns throughout New 
Pheland to have their recruitments in the Navy 
-etited to their military quotas; and after that 
pil had slumbered many weeks in the Naval Com- 
mittee, 1 got an opportunity to append it.as an 
amendment to the bill introduced by the Senator 
fom Massachusetts, (Mr. Witson,] in regard to 
-alling out the national forces. Several days after 
. had been incorporated into that bill, and become 
«mart of it, the chairman of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs came in with my bill, and proposed 
t report it, when I gaye him the information, 
which seemed to be the first time he had ever re- 
eived it, that it had already, so far as the Senate 
was concerned, become a,law. Here is another 
bil upon the same subject, and I am not in- 
formed that the Naval Committee will move with 
any greater celerity in reporting this bill back to 
the Senate than they did in reporting that bill back. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The morning 
hour having expired, it is incumbent upon the 
Chair to call up the unfinished business of yes- 
terday as the special order taking precedence of 

| other business, and that is the joint resolution 

8. No. 16) proposing amendments to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, upon which the 
Senator from Lowa (Mr. Haruan] is entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. CONNESS, I hope the Senator from lowa 
vill # to allow us to get a yote on this ques- 
tion, and dispose of it. ‘There will be no more 
lebate, 

Mr. HARLAN. I have no objection that the 
special order shall be passed over informally if 
the vote can be taken on this subject, 

Mr. CONNESS, I only want a vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
ay aside the special order if there be no objection. 
“Agreed.”"] ‘The question is on the motion to 
refer the bill introduced by the Senator from lowa 
o the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


The motion was agreed to; ayes twenty-three, 
noes not counted. - 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- | 


sumed the consideration of the joint resolution 
‘. No. 16) proposing amendments to the Con- 
“tuuon of the United States, the pending ques- 
‘*n being on the amendment reported by the 
vommittee on the Judiciary. 
: Mr, HARLAN. Mr. President, the measure 
-_ pending pro oses an amendment to the Con- 
‘tution of the United States. Before this joint 
resolution can become effective it must be passed 
17s wo-thirde vote of each branch of Congress 
ihe receive the approval of the Legislatures of 
‘we fourths of the States. It cannot then be ob- 
dae on constitutional grounds, for the Con- 
ae — provides for this mode of amend- 
aie of a an objection be well taken to the 
rebellious conan eran time ge posount of ine 
; & majority of the people 
ie vas States of the Unise, as ben been 
ate a e other side of the Chamber, for it 
ear mplated to exclude those States from 
L Fidlatge eamating the majority of votes of the 
Stasee ae the States. Phere are thirty-five 
rebelled in the Union » counting those that have 
% * itis expected that three more may be 


bgt in all appt coming year, makjng thirty- | 


fourths of those, omitting 





i 


i 


i fractions, would be twenty-nine. There are now, 
} 


cen ntlet  AC AA  C  A  A m 


| twenty-five States represented in Congress. In- 
| eluding the three new States that probably will 


\| be introduced we should have twenty-eight, and 


; we learn that the State of Arkansas, the State.of 
Louisiana, and also the State of Tennessee are 
| preparing to resume the seats that their Senators 
and Representatives vacated two or three years 
sine ELNINE US thirty-one States in all, two more 
than would be necessary to secure a constitutional 
majority of all the States, counting those that have 
rebelled. Others. may also resume their accus- 
tomed places in time to vote on this proposition; 
in fact, all may do so if they so decide, But if 
any should not they would have no just right to 
complain; for such as might dissent agreed in en- 
tering the Union to abide by such amendments as 
three fourths of the States should desire, notwith- 
standing the objections of a minority not greater 
than one fourth. Nor could they plead exemp- 
tion on accountof disability to act occasioned by 
their own rebellion, for it is a setled principle of 
law that no one has a right to plead or take ad- 
vantage of his own wrong. And if not, he may 
not plead a disability growing out of his own 
wrong. And it is contemplated that all shall be 
counted as opposing the amendment who do not 
vote for it. If any of the disabled States would, 
if the disability did not exist, support the meas- 
ure, they Saas bak complain of its adoption, and 
if they would in that case vote against it, and are 
counted against it, they would have no cause of 
complaint, Then, as it seems to me an argu- 
ment on the constitutionality of this measure 
would be misapplied, the simple question is pre- 
sented to the Senate of the propriety of the policy 
suggested by the amendment contained in the 
joint resolution, and it is on that question that I 
propose briefly to address the Senate. 

Ought this policy to be adopted by the United 
States? Ought the Constitution of the United 
States to be so amended as to abolish slavery or 
to prevent the existence of slavery in all the 
States of the Union? 

It is insisted from some quarters, and has been 
suggested in discussion here on the floor of the 
Senate, that any provision of a Constitution 
which would interfere with the rights of individ- 
ual members of the community to private prop- 
erty should be rejected; thatthe right to property 
does not originate in the Constitution or laws, that 
it existed preceding the organization of society, 
and that the great object of the organization of 
society must have been to protect, among other 
things, the right of the individual to his private 
possessions, And I accede to the truth of this 
allegation. I have attempted to enforce it on the 
floor of the Senate when other questions were be- 
ing discussed, I do not believe it would be good 
policy for the people of any State or any nation 
to incorporate a provision in their Celuaen 
law that wonld abrogate the private rights of in- 
dividuals. Concede their power to doso, I think the 
policy would be wrong. Flence I proceed to in- 
quire into the nature of the title to the kind of 
property which would be affected Ly the adoption 
of the amendment proposed in the joint resolution 
—the foundation on which the claim to property in 
the service of others as slaves is based; and in doing 
so it will not be amiss, I trust, to state that it is 
conceded, I think, by the writers on elementar 
law that property was originally the gift of God, 
that the title of the individual to property origin- 
ates in the labor and skill and toil which he uses in 
reducing it to possession and in enhancing its value 
after it may ms been rightfully acquired; that 
each member of society has the right to go to the 
common storehouse of ocean and field or forest, 
and draw from the common supplies; that all wey 























ual of society shall, by the application of labor 
and skill, acquire the possession of er | of the 
products of the sea, fields, forest, or of t 

so much as has been thus rightfully reduced to 
ossession becomes his foreaney private property. 
tis also conceded, | think, by all that the in- 
creased value of those possessions growing out 
of labor and skill on the lg of the possessor 
belongs to the person who has applied the labor. 
To assert the reverse would be equivalent to de- 


ship of His hands; for what better right can there 
be to property than the right of the creator, to the 
thing which he has made’, !f the individual, then, 


enjoy this right alike, but that when any individ- | 


nying the title of the Almighty to the workman- | 
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has by his labor or skill created an additional value 
to the thing rightfully possessed, his title ought to 
be considered absolute. 

Now, Mr, President, this principle may be ap- 
plied to the title or right of individuals to the ser- 
vice of another, whether claimed under an ex- 
press or an implied contract. That property ma 
exiat.in the services of others will hardly be seri- 
ously questioned. The right of property in man, 
as such, is sometimes denied, but | think this is 
rather a cechnical than a real objection. | think 
all admit that title to the service.of men may be 
acquired by contracts both express and implied. 
It is certainly so with. the title of the parent to 
the services of his children during the years of 
their minority. All people, savage, civilized, and 
enlightened, admit that the parent may rightfully 
control the services of his own offspring for a 
given period; he may apply their labor for his 
own benefit, or he may contract for its perform- 
ance for the benefit.of another. But it is univer- 
sally admitted that this rightof the parent to con- 
trol the services of his child grows out of the ap- 
plication of labor and skill and means on his part 
in providing food, raiment, and shelter, and in- 
struction for the child during the years of the 
child’s helplessness, and that having received this 
bounty from the parent the child is under obliga- 
tions to return an equivalent; he is under obliga- 
tions to serve the father and the mother until he 
shall have restored to them an equivalent for the 
labor and means that they have applied for his 
welfare during the oe of his inability to serve 
and protect himself. In this country it is sup- 
posed that this obligation is discharged by the 
offspring in from eighteen to twenty-one years 
from the date of birth. I think in no civilized 
country is the period of minority extended be- 
yond the age of twenty-five years. When once 
this obligation shall have been discharged by the 
child and the period of his minority shall have 
been terminated, the reason for the obligation 
ceasing, the child acquires a right to control his 
own labor. The same principle, | think, is in- 
volved in the title of the community to the ser- 
vice of paupers and vagrants. Having provided 
him with shelter, food, raiment, and protection, 

















| the community acquires a right, a just title to the 


service of the pauper or the vagrant until it shall 
have received in return a just equivalent for the 
means thus applied for his benefit. 

The same principle is involved in express cen- 
tracts. It is held, I believe, by all jurists that 
a contract without consideration is void; or at 
least it is voidable on proving the absence or fail- 
ure of consideration. ‘Thenthere isno difference 


|| in principle between an express and an implied 


contract; the validity of both depends on the ex- 
istence of a consideration rendered. This leada 


| me to inquire for the origin of the utle of the slave- 


holder to the services of the siave. Whence did 
it originate? What has he done for his slaves 
that places them under obligations to serve him ? 
If you prens this question he will say that he 
bought his slave. Well, of whom did he buy 
him, and what title had the vender to the ae 
He bought him of another, and so bac 

in the chain of title until finally you will be told 
that he conquered him on the battle-field; he was 
a captive in war;and the conqueror on the battle- 
field acquired the right to control the vanquished, 
the prisoner; and according to the usage of civil- 
ized nations this right would continue until the 
prisoner thus captured is fairly exchanged, or 
until the end of the war, when the prisoner would 
have to abide the conditions of the terms of peace. 

Now, | willsuppose that the prisoners thus cap- 
tured are never exchanged; that no termsare ever 
agreed upon; that the war never ends, or that in 
settiing the conditions of peace the¥reedom of the 
prisoner is not inchuded; and then it will follow 
that the title of the victor to the vanquished would 
continue during his natural life; but the captor 
could not, onany principles of justice with which 
we are acquainted, extend his claim beyond this 
period. And if not, whence his title to the ser- 
vices of the captive’s offspring, fram generation 
to generation? According to our ideas of justice, 
itwould be wrong to punish a child for the crimes 
of his father; it would be very cruel to visit on 
the offspring the misfortune of the parent. We 
are told by the divine writer that the saying 
should no longer be maintained in Israel that the 
fathers haye eaten sour grapes and that the chil- 
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t} ive’s childrer 
that can be given: Parlus sequitur ventrem. This 


is the whole title, the title-deed: the offspring | 


follows the condition of the mother. 


ut why is the offspring required to follow the | 


condition of the parent? is the question at issue. 
Ov what reason is this claim founded? To as- 
sert the existence of the custom, in law Latin, is 
not an answer to the inquiry. Finding the alle- 
gation in the Latin tongue, or in the old Roman 
code, may be satisfactory proof of the existence 
of the custom of enslaving the children of slave 
mothers among the old nations. Asa historical 
fact this may be admitted. It may be admitted 
that this custom has been vetoed down to the 
Christian era,and to the present times, and is even 
now maintained insome of the States of the Union. 
But this does not answer the question as to the 
origin of the title, the reason by which it is sup- 
ported, or the justice of the claim. For polyg- 
amy has had an equal antiquity; it, too, existed 
among the old nations, including the Hebrews, 
who lived under a theocracy, and it too has been 
handed down from them to the new era and has 
been tolerated by some of the nations to the pres- 
ent hour, and until within two or three years last 
past was tolerated by the local laws of a Terri- 


tory within the jurisdiction of the United States. | 


If antiquity justified the one does it not equally 
justify the other? 

But again, sir, the immolation of human vic- 
tims and their saerifice to idols made of sfocks 


amd stones and beasts and creeping things and 


imagina: y deities, re presenting the basest pas- | 
human mind, had great an- 


sions known to the 
tiquily; that custom, too, has been tolerated from 
the beginning of history down to the present 
moment. If antiquity of a custom justifies it, is 
not this abomination as equally snail auitaltans as 
slavery ? 

Ata very early period, we are informed in his- 
tory, men ate the flesh of those whom they van- 
quished in batue; and even that loathsome custom 
now exists in some of the populous islands of the 
southern seas. If antiquity of the custom justi- 
fies the enslavement of the children of the slave 


mother does it not equally well justify this hor- | 


rible custom also? 
But it may be said that the slave mother, owing 


all the service which she can reasonably perform | 
to her master, can have no me or means to apply | 


in the support of her own offspring, and therefore 
whatever of labor or means may be applied by 
her in providing for her children belongs to the 
owner of the mother, so that the offspring in that 
case would not owe service inreturn to the mother, 
but tothe mother’sowner. Admit this to be true, 
and it will follow that the owner of the slave 


mother will acquire as good atitle to the services | 


of the children as the mother herself otherwise 
would have held had she not been a slave, and 
no bettertitle. But we have seen a moment since 


that her tide cannot reach beyond the period of | 
Just so soon as the child | 


the child’s minority. 
shall have returned to the mother an equivalent 
for the care and labor applied by her in the sup- 
port of the child during the years of its helpless- 
ness, her title ceases. ‘Then if the owner of a 
slave mother takes the same title, and no more, 
the slavery of the children of a slave mother can- 
not justly extend beyond the period of the child’s 
minority. ‘Then | inquire whence the claim of 
tile to the services of the child of a slave mother 


after the period of its minority; after it shall | 
have paid the cost of its*keeping during the years | 
of nts helpless infancy? ‘To say that slaveholders | 


treat their slaves well is no sufficient answer. 
This may or mayonot be true, with indifference. 
I suppose that in point of fact-a zood man who 
may become the owner of slaves would treat 
them well; but a bad man would treat them ill, 
and the slaves have no redress. The question, 
however, is not a question of treatment; it is a 
question of ttle. 
the title of the slaveholder to the offspring of a 
slave mother after the period of its minority? 
To say that the slave is black or colored is no 
sufficient answer. 
with perfect indifference ; and where this law Latin 
originated, a mujority of the slaves were, in point 
of tact, white. Slaves at Rome were not usually 
colered men of African origin. They were in- 





| around the steps of the Capitol. 





Linquire whence the origin of 


This may or may not be true, | 


| vices of the adult slave as a debtor. 
the party be compos or non compos is a question 
If settled | 
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dren’s teeth are set on edge. Whence, then, the { 
origin of the slaveholder’s title to the services of | 
Hicre is the only answer || 


differently those whom the Romans conquered in }] against the slave,a 
battle and compelled to pass under the yoke. i 
| Color at Rome was not even a badge of deernada- {| the party thus found to be no 
it had no application to the question of |! a different race. And here 


tion. 
slavery. A very large*majority of the slaves that 
have existed during the past ages have been either 
Asiaties or of Caucasian origin. 

It cannot be claimed that the superiority of the 


'| owner of a slave is a sufficient answer; for here, 


too, the owner may or may not be the superior of 
the slave whose services he claims without affect- 
ing the question atissue. It is not a question of 
equality or inequality between the party claiming 
and the party supposed to owe service. The 
question 1s one of right, notof relative excellence. 
If it were a claim for a debt, payable in coin or 


| lands, and not in labor, who would be so crazy 


as to allege the superiority of the plaintiff in na- 
tiveendowmentand acquirement to the defendant? 
Would he not plead and prove title, or valuable 
consideration rendered, and there rest? So it 
would be in a just claim for services. 

Nor is it a sufficient answer to say that the 
slave belongs to a pauper race, that he requires 
the guardianship of some ane else to protect him 
from ill. This, too, may be true or not true, with 
perfect indifference. The question is not whether 
those that are held to be slaves in this country 
have the capacity to provide for their own wants 
unaided by others. ‘The question is a question 
of title to the services of the adult children of a 
slave mother. In point of fact, this incapacity 
does not exist. The allegation is refuted by the 
condition of this class of people around us here 
in this district in sightof the Capitol. There are 
here probably fifteen or twenty thousand free 
colored people provideng for their own wants, 
providing for themselves food and raiment and 
shelter, sustaining their own schools and their 
own churches, paying their own medical bills, 
and burying their own dead. ‘There are in Ma- 
ryland to-day probably between eighty and one 
hundred thousand of these free colored people in 
a like condition, not dependent upon the white 
race for their support or guidance as guardians. 
There are in the free States probably to-day be- 
tween five hundred thousand and a million of free 
colored people in a like condition, providing for 
their own wants in every respect, a very small 
percentage of them being paupers or vagrants, 
or in any way dependent on the support of the 
white race. 

But again, sir, the churches a few years since 
planted a colony of Africans at Liberia, on the 
African coast. That colony gradually grew and 
expanded, increased in numbers and strength and 
wealth, until it was organized asa distinct and 
perfect civil government, with its executive, its 
legislature, and its judiciary, since which it has 


been increasing still more rapidly and subjugating | 


and bringing within its control the territory of the 
tribes which surround it, just as our fathers ori- 
ginally subjugated the continent on which we live. 
This State thus organized, has grown in import- 


| ance until its existence as an independent State | 
has been acknowledged by the great nations of 


the world, including the United States. 
In the face of these facts, is it proper for an 


American Senator to assert as a reason for the | 
continuation of slavery in this country that these | 


people are incapable of providing for their own 
wants? The allegation is refuted by the condi- 
tion of multiplied thousands of colored men right 
It is refuted by 
the condition of tens of thousands of colored peo- 
ple in the State of Maryland, of which this bis- 
trict was originally a part. Itis refuted by the 
existing condition of between half a million and 
a million of this class of people in the free States 
of the North. It is refuted by the present condi- 
tion of an independent nation on the shores of 
Africa, 

But, Mr. President, if the allegation were true 


in pointof fact, it does not give title to the claim- | 
' ant to the services of the adult offspring of aslave, 
| nor does it impose on the claimant or master as || 
_an individaal any obligation to provide for the 
| slave’s necessities, to become the voluntary guard- 
ian of his person or property. The question of 


ae is a question for the community to de- 
cide, and not for the creditor who claims the ser- 
Whether 


fit for a judicial tribunal to settle. 


| gument to state that | do not ayy 
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from the immediate liberation of a}| the sla sow 
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the United States. - A vast majority: | 

capable of taking care of themselves. 

that needs no proof. They h 

it before our eyes, they have 
of this truth. 

Nearly every soldier and officer 
serving, or who has been heretofore Bireine't 
the rebel territory, has become convinced that a 
vast majority of the colored people are canalle of 
providing for theirown wants. This fact has lone 
since been demonstrated tothe satisfaction of the 

. ° ‘Ui the 
great nations of the world, who have accordine y 
abolished slavery within their several dominion 
But if this were not true, ifany considerab\; 
tion of them would probably become 
vagrants, society can protect itself from danger 
from this source by applying to them the same 
laws which are applied to paupers and yagranis 
of the white race. Phere is notin the Union proba. 
bly a single State that has not at this time well. 
digested laws on the subject, making it the duty of 
the appropriate judicial officers to try the questio. 
of incapacity and vagrancy whenever it arises, 
and when found to be necessary, to appoint guard. 
ians, requiring bond and approved security for 
the faithful execution of the trust, to secure the 
application of the proceeds of the pauper or va- 
grant’s labor for the promotion of his welfare or 
the support of those legally dependent on him, 
This coyld not possibly occasion any shock to 
society, or endanger its peace and prosperity. All 
will be made secure by applying to paupers and 
vagrants of African descent the same principles 
and laws now in force and applied in every State 
of the Union to paupers and vagrants of Cauca- 
sian origin. All that can be necessary will be the 
application of just laws precisely as these laws 
are applied to members of the white race. 

If then there is no sufficient title to the service of 
the adult children of a slave mother existing in 
the considerations that [ have cited, I repeat the 
inquiry again, whence the origin of the ttle; on 
what sufficient reason is it based? It is not found 
at common law. This is admitted by a!! juf™s, 
all elementary writers on the subject. I will not 
consume the time of the Senate with the argu- 
ment of this position. This is deemed useless 
where the authorities are uniform. I will content 
myself with making two or three citations only. 
In giving the opinion of the Court of King’s Bench 
in Sommersett’s case Lord Mansfield said: 

“The state of slavery is of such a nature Urat itis ince 
pable of being introduced on any reasons, inoral or political, 
but only by positive law, which preserves its force loug 
alter the reasons, occasion, and time itself, from whenee 
it was created, is erased from the memory; itis of a nature 
that nothing can be suffered to support it but positive aw 

In the Dred Scott case, Mr. Justice McLean 
said: 

‘For near a centary the decision in Sommersett's case 
has remained the law of England. The case ot tie siave 
Grace, decided by Lord Stowell in 1827, does not, whe ig 
been supposed, overrule the judgment of Lord Mausteld. 
Lord Stowell hele that, daring the residence 0! me mer 
in England, ‘no dominion, authority, or coercion cal Ye 
exercised over him.’” * " " , . 

“ ‘There is no other description of property which was - 
protected in Engtand, brotgitt trem one of its slave is! an 
Does not this show that property in a human being does p 7 
arise from nature or from the common law, but, it = 
language of this court, ‘it is a mere municipal re gu’ aaa 
founded upon and limited to the range of the terri ‘o 
laws?? This decision is not a mereargument, but Vout : 

° - - wil 
end of the law, in regard to the extent of slavery. - 
shall be overturned, it is not a pomt fir eet. 
obligatory on myself and my brethren, and ou “ tate 
tribunals over which this court exercises an appr 
power.”? : 

And Mr. Justice Curtis, in the same case, S®° 


5 tc created omy 
« Slavery, being contrary to natural right, iscreatel™ 


by municipal law. This is not only plain in ise" 


Of them are 

It 1S & fact 
ave demonstrated 
Batisfied your Army 


that is p rf 


ne 


pore 
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iat 


. ‘ rable trom 
|| agreed by all writers on the subject, but it ts Ini rable fret 


the Constitution, and has been explicitly declared by : j 
court. The Constitution refers to slaves as ‘ persons 

to service in one State under the laws thereo!. “ a 
can more clearly describe a status created by munich 
law.’ - 


.In Prigg vs. Pennsylvania, (10 Pet., 6]1,) 
court said: a 
municipal 


«The state of slavery is deemed to be a nere 
regulation, founded on and limited to the range of terri > 
lawe.”’ . . . . 7 e 
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is as aright existing by positive law of 
nal character, without foundation in the law of 

oe yuwritten commen law. , ‘ 

. Curtis remarks, after citing a list of au- 

ortes of this pout: | 

the a requainted with no case or writer questioning the 
: ness of this doetrine.” 

Ti . opinions of the courts of England and of 

; suntry, State and national, in the slave States 

t { 3 = 

ej ag the free States, seem to have been uni- 

as We t. Iris nota legal or judicial ques- 


form throughou ) | 
or herefore, to be settled by the weight of au- 


WON, 7 


ities, Dutit 18 maintained by all alike. Hence 

ies, 

on ey cannot have any supportat common iaw. 

= inquire in the next place if it hasa legal exist- 
+ virtue of any municipal or statute regu- 

con, On that point f will content myself by | 

a s from a speech delivered in 1850 on the 

eagins : ie 

; ‘eof the Senate by Mr. Mason, of Virginia, 

10% a . . 

aon a member of this body, in reply to a speech 

= je by Mr. Dayton, then a Senator from the 

Sie te of New Jersey, when the bill to enact the 

siate ‘ . 

fugitive slave law Of 1850 was pending. Mr. 

Mason said: 

«Then, again, it is proposed as part of the proof to be 
saduced jt the hearing atter the fugitive has been recap- 
“ ray th it evidence shall be brought by the claimant to 
vow that slavery is established in the State from which || 
ns ofanitive has absconded.””—* « wae Seer} 
sec is required in the Senator’s amendment; and if he || 


« But we view th 


yl 


n3iu 


Just 


i} 


ence 


‘oeans by this that proof shail be brought that slavery is 
ve rablisbed by existing laws, it is impossible to comply with 
inp reqitisition, for no such proof can be produced, I uppre- 
hend. in anv of the slave States. tam not aware thatthere 
isa single Slate in which the institution is established by 


| 


law f 

if it does not and cannot exist at common law 
and does not exist by virtue of any municipal or. 
satute law, and cannot be justified by human 
reason, pray whence the origin of the ttle of the 
master to the services of the adult offspring of a 
slave mother? The only remaining law that can 
be cited for its support is the Levitical code. 
This code is sometimes cited for this purpose. 
These are the words usually quoted; 

“ Boththy bondinen, and thy bondmaids, which thou shalt 
have, shall be of the heathen that are round about you; of 
them shall ye buy bondmen and bondmuids. 

« Moreover, of the children of the strangers that do so- 
Journ among you, of them shall ye buy, and of their fami- 


lies that are with you, which they begat in your land: and 
viey shall be your possession. 


" “And ye shail take them as an inheritance for your chil 
dren after you, to inherit them for a possession; they shall 
be your boudmen forever.”? 

| remark in this connection that the Levitical 
code or the Hebrew law contains a provision for 
the naturalization of foreigners whether captives 
of war or voluntary emigrants. By compliance 
with the requirements of this law they became 
ciuizens, entitled to all the rights and privileges 
andimmunities of native Hebrews. The Hebrew 


slave code applicable to enslaved Hebrews is in 
these words: 








“And if thy brother, an Hebrew man, or an Hebrew wo- 
man, be sold unto thee, and serve thee six years, then inthe 
feveuth year thou shalt let him go free from thee.” 

Here I request the attention of those who claim 
compensation for emancipated slaves to the text: 


“And when thou sendest him out free from thee, thou 
shalt not let him go away empty: 


“Thoa shalt furnish him liberally out of thy flock, and 
out of thy floor? — 


Which means granaries— 


tnd outof thy Wine press: of that wherewith the Lord thy 
. 


God hath blessed thee thou shalt give untohim.”? * 


“it stall notscem hard unto thee, when thou sendest him 
‘way free from thee ; for he hath been worth a double hired 
fervant to thee, in serving thee six years.’ 

These Hebrew statutes provide that the heathen 
might be purchased and held as slaves, and their 
a after them; that under their. naturaliza- 
re — all Strangers and sojourners, bond and 
— ae privilege of acquiring the rights of 
nog ip; that all Hebrews, natives or natural- 
a Might assert and maintain their right to 

reedom. x 
Pe ot of six years a Hebrew slave thus 
an is lis liberty was not to be sent away 
miei ns 80 far from claiming compen- 
a Sedona ee orfrom the public treas- 
thefreedman® me free, was bound to divide with 
of his Ane tof higown possessions, to give him 
hid aaieene 8, of his herds, of his granary,and of 
4 mich pete everything with whieh the Lord 
of oes essed the master during the years 
ished thet . e; and then the owner was admon- 
0 be reguine) tot tO regard it as a hardship 

quired to liberate the slave, and to divide 


question? 
that passage of Scripture in which the Jews are 
authorized to buy servants of the heathen round || 
about, with their money, and that they should be- | 
| come an inheritance to their children? 


stituted by the Author of our being, deemec 


the parental relation, robbing the offspring of the 
care and attention of his parents, @vering a re- || 
lation which is uffiversally cited as the emblem || 
of the relation sustained by the Creator to the 
human family. And yet, according to the matured 
judgment of these slave States, this guardian- || 
ship of the parent over his own children must be |, 
abrogated to secure the perpetuity of slavery. || 


of person to property. 
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with him of hissubstance. The Almighty places 
the liberated slave’s claim to a division of hts for- 
mer master’s property on theeternal principles of 


|| justice, the duty to render an equivalent for an 

| equivalent. The slave having served six years 

| must be paid for his service, must be paid liber- 

ally because he had been worth even more than a* 
hired servant during the period ofhisenslavement. | 


Mr. SAULSBURY. Will the Senator from | 
Iowa allow me in this connection to ask him a 
What interpretation does he give to 


Mr. HARLAN, I think the Senator was not | 
in his seat when [ discussed that point. I would 
prefer not to restate that partof my argument now. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I did not hear the Sen- 
atoralludetothat. | donot wish to interrupthim, 

Mr. HARLAN. If the justice of this claim | 
cannot be found either in reason, natural justice, | 
or the principles of the common law, or in any || 
positive municipal or statute regulation of any | 
State, orin the Hebrew code written by the finger | 
of God protruded from the flame of fire on the || 
summit of Sinai, I ask whence the origin of the 
title to the services of the adult offspring of the |! 
slave mother? Or is it not manifest that there is | 
no just title? Is it not a mere usurpation with- || 
out any known mode of justification, under any | 
existing code of laws, human or divine? 

If it cannot be thus justified, is it a desirable || 
institution? If the supposed owner has no title, | 
is it the duty of the nation to maintain the usurped |) 
claim of the master to the services of his slaves? || 
Are the incidents of slavery sufficiently desirable || 
to justify such policy? Some of the incidents of | 
slavery may be stated as follows: it necessarily | 
abolishes the conjugal relation. This, I take it, 
needs no argument for its support on the floor of | 
the Senate. We have the result of the fruits of | 
the accumulated experience and wisdom of the | 
people of the slave States for a period of three 
fourths of a century before us in the character of |! 
their laws. Here may be found the culmination | 
of their wisdom, the fruits of their ripened judg- |! 
ment. The honorable Senator from Maryland, | 
{Mr. Jounson,] a few days since, when discuss- | 


ing this subject, stated that in none of the slave 1} 


States was this relation tolerated in opposition to 


the will of the slave-owner; and that in many of || 


them, | think he said a majority of them, it was | 
orohibited absolutely by their statute laws, This, | 

take it then, is the matured, ripened opinion of || 
the people of those States. In their opinion the 

rohibition of the conjugal relation is a necessary 
incident of slavery, and that slavery cannot or 
would not be maintained in the absence of such 
a regulation. 

The existence of this institution therefore re- | 
quires the existence of a law that annuls the law 
of God establishing the relation of manand wife, 
which is taught by the churches to be a sacra- 
mentas holy in its nature and its designs as the eu- || 
charist itself. 


of the broken body and shed blood of the Saviour, 

what Senator could hesitate to vote for their re- | 
peal and future inhibition? And yet here one of || 
these holy sacraments that we are taught to regard |) 
with the most sacred feelings, equally holy, in- 


to be 


necessary for the preservation of virtue in civil 


society,is absolutely inhibited by the statute laws 
of the States where slavery exists. The conjugal 
relation is abrogated among four million human 
| beings, who are thus driven to heterogeneous in- 
tercourse like the beasts of the field, the most of 
whom are natives of these Christian States. If 
you continue slavery you must continue this ne- || 
cessary incident of its existence. 


1} 


Another incident is the abolition practically of H 


But again, it abolishes necessarily the relation | 
Tt declares the slave to |! 
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be incapable of acquiring and holding. property, 
and that this disability shall extend to his of. 
spring frem Setreration to generation throughout 
the coming ages. We sometimes shed tears over 
the misfortunes of men, and when by flood or 
storm or fire they are robbed of their earthly 
possessions contributions are made to enable them 
to start again in their accustomed business pur- 
suits; but the Senator who votes to perpetuate 
slavery voles not only to sweep away every 
shred of papers that four million people can pos- 
sibly hold, put he votes to destroy their capacit 
to acquire and hold it and to impose this disabil- 
ity on their posterity forever. If successful in 
perpetuating it he becomes more disastrous to 
this mulutude of people than storm and flood and 
fire; more disastrous than the sirocco or monsoon 
of the desert or the unchained pestilence. 

But it also necessarily, as an incidentof its con- 
tinuance, deprives all those held to be slaves of 
a statusin court. Having no rights to maintain 
and no legal wrongs to redress, they are held to 
be incapable of bringing a suit in the courts of 
the United States; a disability as it seems to me 
that ought to shock the moral sensibilities of any 
Christian statesman. Robbed of all their rights, 
and then robbed of their capacity to complain of 
wrong; robbed of the power toappear before im- 
pene tribunals for the redress of any grievances, 
1owever severe! 

Asan incident of this condition, they are robbed 
of the right to testify; and, as if to put the cap on 
this climax of gigantic iniquity, they are denied 
the right to human sympathy. Yes, sir, denied 
the right to receive the common sympathies of the 
human race! How frequently have some of us 
who have occupied seats on this floor for several 
years been jeered by brother Senators represent- 
ing slave States for an eXpression of sympathy 
for the oppressed, as if it were a crime to feel for 
another’s degradation; and even yesterday the 
learned and able Senator from Maryland coupled 
a citation of sympathy in the North for a down- 
trodden race with the conduct of rebels in the 
South, as if philanthropy manifested for the Af- 
rican were equally guilty with treason. How 
does this accord with our ideas of the character 
of those emotions when manifested toward any 
other helpless class of our fellow-men? You find 
children in the community without parents, with- 
out natural guardians of person or property; you 
at once provide by law for Anais Ereenen- You 
secure the appointment of guardians and the es- 
tablishment of orphan asylums. You find those 
who are idiotic and insane, or deaf and dumb 
and blind, and immediately the treasure and the 
wisdom of the State are taxed for the establish- 
ment of schools for their instruction and hospi- 
tals for their treatment. You find a feeble people 
along your frontier, and at once you take them 
under your guardianship as a nation, and pour 


| out the public treasure by the million to provide 


for their welfare. And the churches take up col- 


| Jections all over this land to enable them to send 
| teachers and books and apparatus for schools and 
If informed that in these Christian || 
States of the Union men were prohibited by pos- || 
itive statute law from partaking of the emblems || 


churches in all heathen lands in every quarter of 
the globe, including the ancestors and Lrothers of 
the Africans held here as slaves. Their fathers 


' and brothers on the shores of Africa are fit ob- 


jects for human sympathy, for human commis- 
eration, and Christian and philanthropic effort. 
How is it then a crime to express for them the 
same compassion in this country in the bosom 
of Christian States? 

And then another incident of this institution is 
the suppression of the freedom of speech and of 
the press, not only among these down-trodden 
people themselves but among the white race. 
Slavery cannotexist where its merits can be freely 
discussed; hence in the slave States it becomes a 
crime to discuss its claims for protection or the 
wisdom of itscontinuance. Its continuance also 
requires the perpetuity of the ignorance of its vic- 
tims. Itis therefore made a felony to teach slaves 
to read and write. 

It also precludes the practical possibility of 
maintaining schools for the education of those of 


'| the white race who have not the means to provide 
'| for their own mental culture. 


It consequently de- 

grades the white as well as African race. it also 

impoverishes the State, as is manifest by 4 com~ 

parison of the relative wealth, population, and 
rosperity of the free and slave States of the 
nion. 
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If, then, none of these necessary incidents of | 
slavery are desirable, how can an American Sen- 
ator cast a vote to justify its continuance for a sin- 
gle hour, or withhold a vote necessary for its pro- 
hibition? The passage of the joint resolution, its 
adoption by the States of the Union, would not 
be injurious to slaveholders themselves. A care- 
ful examination of this gubject as it seems to me 
proves beyond all reasonable doubt that the 
wealth and prosperity of slaveholders would be 
augmented by a change of their system of labor | 
from compulsory to voluntary. ; 

Its adoption will also increase the military 
strength of the nation, securing harmony and | 
unity of purpose here at home and furnishing the 
means to fill up our wasting armies and the crews | 
of our ships of wer. 

It will also secure the sympathy and support of 
the nations of the Old orld that seem now to | 
be waiting fora favorable opportunity to intervene 
against our future unity. No one, I think, con- 
versant with our diplomatic history for the last 
three years can doubt that when in the most im- 
minent peril interposition was prevented by the 
President’s proclamation of freedom, 

If, therefore, by the adoption of this amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States you pro- 
hibit slavery and the possibility of its existence 
hereafter forever, you willsecure thesympathy of 
the masses of the people of the Old World, and 
thus place it out of the Peter to endan- 
ger the restoration of the Union. 








if Lam right in my conclusions that slavery as 
it exists in this country cannot be justified by hu- 
man reason, has no foundation at common law, 
and is not supported by the positive municipal 
laws of the States, nor by the divine law, and that 
none of its incidents are desirable, and that its abo- 
lition would injure no one, and will do no wrong, 
but will secure unity of purpose, unity of action, 
and military strength here at home, and the sup- 
port of the strong nations of the world, asit seems 
to me, the Senate of the United States ought not 
to hesitate to take the action necessary to enable 
the people of the States to terminate its existence 
forever, and I shall thus vote. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, it is not 
my intention to enter into any elaborate discus- 
sion of thissubject. I have already spoken upon 
it. My purpose in rising is simply to respond 
to an interrogatory propounded to me by the 
Senator from Maryland (Mr. Jounson] yester- 
day. I shall occupy the attention of the Senate 
but for a few moments. I shall not undertake to 
answer the argument of the honorable Senator 
from Maryland at length, nor shall I attempt to 
make any extended argument in reply to the 
speech of the honorable Senator from lowa. 

The Senator from lowa, as I understand him, 
denies the right of the slaveholder to his slave as 
property. He referred in the course of his re- 
marks to the condition of the slaves and the title 
to slaves among the Jews, and, as I understood 
him, denied that slavery existed among that peo- 
ple for a longer period than a term of years; and 
he cited the passage from the Bible where the 
Hebrews were commanded, after their servants 
had served them six years, to let them go free. 
The honorable Senator from Lowa is well read in 
the Scriptures, and is presumed to know what he 
is talking about; but I submit to his considera- 
tion and ask him if this is not true, that among 
those people there existed different kind@ of ser- 
vants? They had their hired servants, and their 
bondmaids and bondmen answering to our slaves, | 
When | propounded the question to the honor- 
able Senator what interpretation he gave'to that 
passage of Scripture which told the Jews that of 
the heathen round about them they might buy 
slaves, and they should be an inheritanee unto 
their children after them, I received no response, 
except that he had already referred to that passage. 

Asan answer to the honorable Senator I will 
simply cite a passage from the most learned com- | 
mentator of his own church, showing that ‘his | 
views are not correct; that slavery, slavery for | 
life, and slaves as an inheritance to their children, 
existed among thatpeople. If I show this I show | 
that the proposition of the honorable Senator that 
there can be no ttle, no right to this species of 
property, is in conflict with the command of the 
Almighty and with the practice of His chosen peo- 
ple...[t is no answerte me to say that times hrve “ 
changed, and that what was allowable according 
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to the express commands of the Almighty at a || for life, unless he became a |} 
| naturalization laws, and his P 


former period is notto be allowed now. Iknow 
that in these modern days it hag been said by 
some that we must have an anti-slavery Constitu- 
tion, an anti-slavery Bible, and an anti-slavery 
God. [trust that my honorable friend from lowa, 
the greater portion of whose life, as I understand, 
has been devoted fo the study and exposition of 
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| 
| 
| 


| 


the sacred Scriptures, has not found since he has | 


become a Senator that it is necessary to discard 
the old Bible and the God that his fathers wor- 
shiped. But, sir, | do notintend to enter into this 
argument further than to cite a passage from the 
Commentaries of Dr. Clarke, a most learned com- 
mentator of the Senator’s own church, upon this 
subject. Speaking of Hagar, Dr. Clarke makes 
this remark: 

«Tt must not be forgotten that female slaves constituted 
a part of the private patrimony or possession of a wife; 
and that she had a right, according to the usage of those 
times, to dispose of them as she pleased. The slave being 
the absolute property of the mistress, not only her person, 
but the fruits of her labor, with all her children, were her 
owner’s property also. ‘The children, therefore, that were 
born of the slave, were considered as the children of the 
mistress. [t was on this ground that Sarai gave her maid 
to Abram.”’ 


Whiy, sir, the passage of Scripttre—and since 
preachers have become politicians, f presume there 
ig no impropriety in politicians becoming preach- 
ers, and I may be allowed to refer to the Scrip- 
tures, and to the expositions which have been 
given by learned commentators on this subject— 
to which the learned Senator referred, that the 
servant should serve six years, and onthe seventh 
should be allowed to go free, refers, and refers 
exclusively, as the honorable Senator must know, 
if he has studied that Book of books as he should 
have studied it, to those servants who were of 
Hebrew origin. It is true that by the command 
of the Almighty a Hebrew was not allowed to 
hold one of bis own race in bondage for a longer 
period than six years; in the seventh he was 
commanded to let him go free. 

Mr. HARLAN. Perhapsthe Senator will prefer 
that I should explain now the point that he raised 
while | was speaking. I perceive that he did not 
hear my remarks, and consequently is firing a 
littke wide of the mark. I cited the passage of 
Scripture to which he alludes, and read it in ex- 
tenso. It is in these words: 

* Both thy bondmen, and thy bondmalds, which thou shalt 


have, shall be of the heathen thatare round about you; of 
them shall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids.”’ 


. The next verse is as follows, and refers to a 
different class of persons: 

Moreover, of the children of the strangers that du so- 
journ among you, of them shall ye buy, and of their fami- 
lies that are with you, which they begat in your land: and 
they shall be your possession. And ye shall take them as 
an inheritance for your children after you, to inherit them 
for a possession; they shall be your bondmen forever.’ 


This whole passage refers to slaves made of the 
heathen round about, the captives taken in war, 
or those that may have sold themselves into sla- 
very. I next stated that in the Levitical or He- 
brew code there was a naturalization law that pro- 
vided for the incorporation of all strangers, slaves 
and freemen, into the nation as Hebrews, and that 
when they became Hebrews by naturalization 
they acquired there, as they do here under our 
naturalization laws, all the rights of citizenship. 
They must thenceforward be treated as Hebrews, 
members of that nationality, controlled by the 
Hebrew code and entitled to all its rights and 
privileges. 

I next cited the law of slavery in relation to 
Hebrews or slaves that were made such of the 
Hebrew nation itself. That part of the law isin 
these words; 

* And if thy brother, an Mebrew man, or an Hebrew 


woman, be sold unto thee, and serve thee six years, then 
in the seventh year thou shalt let him go free from thee.” 


Then the lawgiver takes up the subject of com- 
pensation, a point of vital moment to the Senator 
from Delaware, and here it is: 


** And when thow sendest him oat free from thee, thou 
shalt not let him go away empty: 

“ Thou shalt furnish him liberally out of thy flock, and out 
of thy floor, and out of thy wine-press: of that wherewith 
the Lord thy God bath blessed thee thou shalt give unto 
him.” . . . . 7 * . . *. 

It shall not seem hard unto thee, when thousendest him 
away free from thee ; for he hath been worth a double hired 
servant to thee, in serving thée six years.”” 


Here is the whole code on the subject of slaver 
first, the heatlien reduced to slavery might be hel 





d . 
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lebrew under the 
osterity >} rs 
held also according to the Roman cod. be a , 
became a Hebrew by conforming to the oni he 
ization laws, the ceremonies of which were 9 \,.), 
different from those applied in this country 
were really effective in incorporating hin ‘he 
that nationality, then he became entitled to Ne - 
rights of a Hebrew, and asa Hebrew be ' - 
necessarily be discharged at the end of the oan 
year withoutcompensation to the Master; and, stiij 
more, the master must pay him for his aervieons 
he mast not think ita hardship that he is re; sind 
not only to set him free, but to pay him a th 
labor he has performed. . 

This is the whole of the Hebrew code on that 
subject, not cited in extenso, but fairly cited, | 
stated that the custom of holding the offspring of 
a slave mother, and its operation from generation 
to generation, did maintain in the Hebrew nation 
as well as in the other old nations; but I was ip. 

uiring for the title by which they were held ang 
the reasonableness of the claim, and th 
which it was founded. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 1 am gratified at the ex- 
planation of the honorable Senator, although | 
do not agree to the correctness of any position he 
has assumed in his remarks. The honorable Sen. 
ator has been studying the Bible all his life, | 
ought to have done the same thing. When I was 
young I did so, though not perhaps as well asthe 
honorable Senator. But the explanation of the 
honorable Senator affords me all the basis of an 
argument that I want, and that is this: he admits 
that the Almighty did allow, did command the 
Hebrews to make slaves of the heathen round 
about them, and that those heathens should bean 
inheritance to their children. I shall not stop to 
inquire into the naturalization of the Hebrews ac- 
cording to their law; but the Senator himself ad- 
mits the principle for which I contend, and denies 
the principle asgerted as I understood inthe speech 
of the honorable Senator from Maryland yester- 
day, that slavery was asin. He admits that ac. 
cording to the Mosaic law a certain species of 
slaves might be held as slaves and be an inherit- 
ance to the children of the master. By whose 
authority were they so held? That people de- 
rived their law from the Almighty, for He was 
their great Lawgiver. Then we find, even asad- 
mitted by the honorable Senator himself, thet ac- 
cording to the law which God gave to His chosen 

eople itwas not a sin under all circumstances at 
ee to hold slaves, but they might be held not 
only during the lifetime of the master, but as 
property they might be transmitted to the children 
of the master. 

And yet, sir, in these days we hear it said 
everywhere that slavery, under any and all cir- 
cumstances, is a sin; and the passions of the peo- 
ple of the entire North (who I do not know are 
any more pious than people elsewhere, who I 
have not been taught to believe are more ortho- 
dox in Christian faith than people elsewhere) 
have beerf inflamed with the idea that away off 
from them, not in their midst but in other States, 
there exists an institution called slavery, sinfulin 
itself, and a crusade is invoked for the liberation 
of the captives in bondage. 

Now, sir, I will show from the same learned 
commentator of the church to which the honor- 
able Senator belongs that his interpretation even 
of the law of the Jewsis notcorrect. | will show 
that it is not correct even under the Christian dis- 
pensation, and that the right to property in the 
slave is recognized in the Christian dispensation. 
I will show that, too, by the most learned com 
mentator of the church to which the honorable 
Senator belongs. er ; 

Upon that passage-where Paul is said to have 
returned Onesimus to Philemon, Dr. Clarke com: 
ments thus; 

“The Christian réligion never cancels any civil ~ 
tions ; a slave, on being converted, and becoming a a 
man of Christ, has no right to claim on that ground eman- 
cipation from the service of his master. Justice, there 
fore, required St. Paul tosend back Onesimus to his master, 
and conscience obliged Onesimus toagree in the propriety 
of the measure.”’ 7 

Dr. Scott, whose commentaries perhaps circu 
late more extensively in this country than an 
other, and whose commentaries were written ® ter 
the inauguration of abolitionism in England— 

cal his country 
refer now to the edition published in thise 
in 1822—admits that according to the Jewish law 
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